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IS ERM ON] 
| From Foſhua 24. 15. 
| Preach'd on Occaſion of the Death of 


WW Mr. FO HN CONEY, 


(A very hopeful & pious young Man, 
| Who deceas'd Auguſt 20. 1726. Etat. 25. 


With ſome Account of his Life and Death; 
and Enlargements ſince from his Manu 


ſeripts. EE DE. 
By WILLIAM COOPER,| 


Paſtor to a Church in Hoffe 
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and was not, for God took bim. 

Pſal. 110. 3. In the Beauties of Holineſs from 
the Womb of the Morning ; Thou baſt th 
Dew of the Youth, |: 
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jooſhua 24. 13 
And if it ſeem evil unto yon 


to ſerve the 


Lord, chooſe you this day whom you will 


ſerve. | 


© 


Am at this time to recommend the Ser- 

vice of God to the, Choice of all, particu- 

| larly Yourng People; and to ſet before 
them, for their Excitation and Encourage- 
ment, the bright Example of one lately belong 
ing to us, and well . known to many of.yau, 
who, thro' Grace, was ſo wiſe and 2 as 
early to make this Choice, and whoſe Courſe 
follow'd his Choice, and who had the Comfort 
of it both living and dying. For this end I 
| have choſen the Words read unto ou. 
They are the Words of renowned Joſbua, in 
the laſt Farewell which he took of the People 


of 1/rael, juſt before his Death. This eminent 


Servant ef God, died ( as good Men are wont 
to do) with the Cauſe of God and Religion ve- 
ry near his Heart. Great was his Care and 
Concern, that the People mighe continue ſted- 


faſt in the true Faith and Worſhip of God, af- 


ter his Deceaſe. For this end he was willing 
to leave with them his dying Counſels 


Gharges, which he deliver'd to them in nd 4 


2 Te beſt Service. 
ſet and ſolemn Diſcourſes; at ſo many general 


Conventions of the Tribes of Iſrael. The latter 


of them we have in this Chapter. 

© And here he ficſt entertains them with an 
hiſtorical Account of the great and kind things 
God had done for them, and their Fathers be- 
fore- them, which laid them under ſtrong and 
ing Obligations to obey and ſerve him, and 
would bring them under the Imputation of the 
blackeſt Ingratitude, if they ſhou'd forſake his 
Worſhip and Fear; ver. 2.——13- Then, in 
Conſideration hereof, as became his Age and 
Authority, he lays upon them a ſolemn Charge, 
that-they ſhould ſerve the Lord. ver. 14. Now 
therefore fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Sincerity 
and in Truth, and put away the ſtrange gods which 
var Fathers ſerved on the other fide of the flood, and 
in Egypt: and ſerve ye the Lord, And then, that 
he might more ſurely engage them to this, he 
wiſely refers it to their owh free and determinate 
Choice; as in the verſe of our Text: And if 
it ſeem_ evil unto you to ſerve the LORD, chooſe you 
tha dey whom you will ſerve. — E 
Here, x. It is ſuppos'd the Service of God 
might ſeem evil to ſome of them. Tho Reli- 
gion be never ſo good and reaſonable in it ſelf; 
Tho' there is an intrinſick Excellency in true 
Holyneſs : Tho' the Service of God is perfect 
Freedom, and our Conformity to his Will is 
the Perfection and Glory of our Nature; Yet 
to Men who are in love with Sin, and whoſe 
Eyes the God of this World hath blinded, it 


may 
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may ſeem evil. John 6. 60. This & an bard 
Saying, who can hear it? Matt. 19. 22- But when 
the young Man heard that Saying, be went away 


ſorrowful, Vet, 2. It is intimated, © That Re- 


ct jjigion hath ſo much Self evident Reaſon: and 
«Righteouſneſs on its ſide, that it may ſaſely 
ce be refer'd ro every Man that allows himſelf a 
free Thought, either to chuſe or refuſe it. 
Here is a noble Teſtimony given to Religion 
in theſe Words: And if it ſeem evil unto you & c. 
They are as if he had ſaid, Do but ſhew'your 
* ſelves Men, act reaſonably, give the. Matter 
an impartial Conſideration, duely compare the 
© Service of God with all other Services that 
© may ftand in Competition wich it, weigh the 
© Advantages and the Diſadvantages of the one 
© and the other in an even Ballance, and I am 
ſure which you muſt prefer, I knaw before 
hand which way your Choice wil go. If 
© you can find a better Maſter than God, and 
better Service than his, you are welcome to 
* chuſe them : But ſo long as I know you can 
*not, I can freely leave you to your Choice. 
Accordingly, 3. He puts it to every one of 
them, after ſerious Inquiry, and due Deliberati- 
on, by a formal Act to chuſe ſor himſelf. Aud 
F it ſeem evil ti you to ſerve the LORD, chooſe you 
this day whom ye wil ſerve. He ſpeaks thus to 
them in the Name of God, and as from him: 
So the whole Treaty was manag'd : ver. 2. And 
Foſhus ſaid unto all the People, thus ſaith the. Lord 
God of. Iſrael, . So that the great God Cir 
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ſelf. does here condeſcend to put it to the 
Choice of his People ta ſerve him. Accord- 
ingly_ (waving ſeveral profitable Obſervations 
that might be nam d) the Doctrine I ſhall now 
inſiſt on is this. | 527 5 


It 5: the Will of God that big Service ſhould be our 
| own Choice. 4 | 


And here I ſhall proceed to ſhew theſe four 
things. 


I. What V implied in making the Service of 
God our Choice. | 3 5 
II. After what Manner we ſhoud make tha 
Choice. 3 „ 423 - 

III. Why the Service . God u offer d to our 
Choice. | 
IV. Why we ſhould chuſe the Service of God 
before any other. 3 6 
0 I What © implied in choofing the Servie of 
1. That we do in our Fudgments prefer the 
Service of God before any other, When a 
Choice is to be made, tis neceſlarily ſuppoſed 
there are more Perſons, or things than one, 
which Rands as. Candidates or Competitors for 
the Choice. So it is in this Caſe. The Ser- 
Vice of the Lord Jehovah, and the. Service of o- 
her lords, Sin, Satan, and the World, we ſet 
before us? So that an Act of our Judgment muſt 
be exerciſed, Thu muſt give the Preference 
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| The beſt Struct. F 
to the Service of God, & pronaunce it more eli · 
gible than the other. And therefore Jaſua in 
our Text, puts the People of Iſtael upon ntuk- 
ing a Judgment, which was the beſt, the Service 
of the true God, or of thoſe falſe! gads which 
their Anceſtors and Neighbours worſhip d. And 
if it ſeem evil ta you to ſervs the Lord, choſe ye th 
day whom ye will ſerue, whether the gods which 
jour Fathers ſerved, that were an the otber ſide of the 
fi, or the gods of the Amorites, in whoſe land 34 
Weil. | = > 
2- That with our Wills we do actually de- 
termine for. it. An Ad of the Will as well as 
Judgment is neceſfary co a Choice: Aſter de- 
bating the thing in our Thoughts we come tg 
a final Iſſue, che Will poſitively determining 
how it ſhall be. We may perhaps, in our judg- 
ment prefer the Service of God, may be con- 
vinc'd fo as to own it, that it is really the 
beſt; but if we are not in our Villa determin'd 
for it, we have not as yet choſen it. We muſt 
ay as the People did to Foſhus, after he had as 
in our Text refer'd the Matter to them, ver, 21. 
Nay, hut we WILL; ferve the Lord. #2 
3. That confequent upon this we do in 
Practiſe renounce and forſake the Service of 
other lords, and engage in His. The Chaice 
is inſigniffcant till e practiſe — it. And, 
pretend what we will, we can't ferye two Maf - 
ters at once. This is plain eno' in common 
Caſes, and out Saviour has determin'd it wich 
teſpect to — Mat. 6. 24. Ne Mats can 


ſerve 
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ſerve two Maſters ; for either be will hate the one; 


and love the other ; or elſe be will hold tothe one, & 
deſpiſe: the other. Ye cannot ſerve God and Mam- 
mon. And therefore Foſhua, after the People 
had profeſs'd their Reſolution to ſerve the 
Lord, directs them to put away their ſtrange 
gods. ver. 22. 23. And Foſhua ſaid unto the Peo- 
ple, ye are Witneſſes againſi your ſelves, that ye have 
— on the Lord, to ſerve bim. Now therefore 


put away, ſaid be, the ſtrange gods which are voy 
if | 


you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God of 
rael. So, until we have withdrawn our ſelves 
from the Service of our old Maſters, Satan, the 


World, and Sin, and have inclined our hearts 
to perform God's Statutes, it can't be ſaid we 


have choſen the Lord to ſerve him. The Rea- 


ſon is, becauſe ſuch as our Choice is, will our 


Courſe be. Agreeable to this is that Profeſſion 


of the People of God, Iſai. 26. 13. O Lord our | 
God, other lords beſides Thee have had Dominion over | 
4: but by thee only will we make mention of thy | 


Name. i. e. we will now forſake them, and keep 
cloſe to thee. God will not endure a Corri val. 
Mat. 4. 10. Him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 


II. How, or after what Manner, we ſhould | 


make thu Choice, © 

1. Underſtandingly. To chooſe, being an Act 
of the Judgment, we ſhould endeavour to get 
our Underftandings well inform'd about thoſe 
Things which are the Objects of our Choice, 
that we may not make a blind Choice. God 
would not haye us a& blind-fold in Rags 
8 | oAtan 
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's WH Satan indeed leads Men along blind- fold in his 
Service, and endeavours to keep them in Dark- 
- WH neſs ; But God would have us to act with the 
le Underftanding which he has given us. Reli- 
gion is a reaſonable Service; it will bear to be 
* BY look'd into: And with ſome good Degree of 
- I Underſtanding in the Truths it reveals, and 
che Duties it injoyns, the Grounds of it, and 
7e Arguments for it, we ſhould make it our 
2 W Choice. For if the Choice be rot from an in- 
" WH lightned Underſtanding, it will be defective 
s chroꝰ out. 0 | 
1c 2. Deliberately. A raſh and ſudden Re- 
ts ſolve, the Effect of ſome preſent Pang or 
'c BY Ecight, is not the right Choice. A thing haſti- 
2" iy enter'd upon, is commonly as ſoon aban- 
ur don'd. Every Purpoſe, ſays the wiſe Man, « e- 
n ftabliſh'd by Counſel, Prov. 20. 18. We ſhou'd 
ur therefore act with a folemn Pauſe, take the 
Z Caſe into our moſt ſerious Conſideration, and 
hy | weigh the Matter well. We ſhou'd conſider 
: the Difficulties to be overcome; the Temptati- 
a. ¶ ons to be reſiſted, the ſelf-denying Duties to be 
perform'd, the Advantages and Pleaſures we 
muſt forego, and the Conflicts we may expect. 
Here is indeed Room for Conſideration: And 
ct our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, calls upon and ad- 
et viſes us to exerciſe it in this Caſe. To this 
ole Bl Purpoſe are thoſe Words of his, Luke 14. 28. 
de, 29. 30. For which of you intending to build a Tow- 
od If er, /itteth not down firſt, and counteth the Coſt, be- 
n. ther be have ſufficient to finiſh it? Leſt bath, fe 
| * 
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be bath laid the Foundation, und u not able to finiſh 
it, all that bebbid it begin tu mock bim, ſaying, This 
Man begun to build, and was not able to finiſh, 
And this Courſe our Saviour took with him 
that in a Pang of Zeal ſpoke fuch a great 
Word as that, Mafter, I will follow thee whither- | 
ſoe ver thou goeſt. Come, ſays Chrift; you don't | 
| know what it may coſt you: The Sen of Man | 
bath not where to lay bu Head, Conſider whether | 
you can fare as I fare, before you reſolve to 
follow me whitherſoever I go. Mat. 8. 19. 20. 
There are, alaſs! too many Inſtances of fuch | 
as have gone off from tHe Service of God, after 
they have ſeem'd to engage in it: And theit 
Apoſtacy has been the Reproach of Religion, 
as well as their own Shame and Ruin. One | 
Reaſon of this may be, their Choice wäs the 
Effect only of a meer tranſient Conviction, 
* or a ſudden Flaſh of Affection, not of a | 
juſt and ſerious Deliberation. So the Son in 
the Parable haſtily anſwer'd, Igo, Sir; and went 
ot. Mat. 21: 30. I ſay not this to diſcourage 
or retard any in good beginnings; or to keep 
them in Suſpenſe who are abbut to enter upon 
à religious Courſe : But only- that their Pur: | 
poſes 'may be the more eftabliſhed. I will | 
therefore add — 5 W 

3. Speedily. We ſhou'd not delay to make 
this Choice, or ſtand long in reſolving. Foſhus 


when he thus put the Matter to the People, ex- MI Vi: 
pected they ſhould ſoon reſolve and determine I ple 
upon it · Chooſe. yow THIS DAY whom ye will MI ver 
4 | : „ ſerve. | 
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b ſerve; What he had [aid was not to blunt their 
„ Z eal, but to put an Edge upon it: not to make 
ſh, ¶ them heſitate and demur, but to quicken and 
m baſten their Choice. Plal. 18. 44; As ſoon 42 
at they bear of me, they ſhall obey mw. 
r- 2 Freely. Not of Conſtraint, but willing- 
wt ly. The Choice muſt not be forc'd or fein- 
ed, but voluntary and hearty- Rom. 6. 13. 
er Held yourſelves unto God; i. e. by a free Act, & 
to from an inward Bent of the Will. They that 
o. act meeriyj from Terror of Conſcience, and a 
ch flaviſh Feat of Wrath, their Religion is a Mat- 
er ¶ ter of Force rather than Choice. . Indeed ſtronk 
it Fears and Terrors do many times preceed and 
1, [Y accompany the Work of Converſion. Acts 9. 
6. And be trembling, ani aftonifhed, ſaid, Lord, 


16 | 

12 bat wilt thou have me to do? And there is a 
1, holy Fear which is proper to the Saints, and is 
2 of great Uſe to excite them to, and quicken 
in them in their Duty, Hence we are comniznd- 
"| ed, to work out our own Salvation with Fear and 
re BY Zrembling, Phil. 2. 12. But if it be only 4 Spitit 
pol Fear we are acted by, and we han't an in- 
n ward Approbation of, and likeing to, the Ser- 


vice of God, the Choice is not true and genu- 
ine: For without the true Love of Holinels, 
the Will ftilt remains an Enemy to God and 
his Ways. : 

5. Reſolutely ; as having Difficulties in our 
View, and expecting Oppoſition. So the Peo- 
ple of Iſrael expreft the firmeſt Reſolution, 
Ver, 24. And they ſaid unto Feſbua, The Lord 3 
R | | Go 
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God WILL we ſerve, and bu Voice WILL we obey 
They ſpeak as Perſons in earneſt, and that had 
come to a Point. So does David, Pſal. 119. 
106. 1 have -SWORN, and I WILL perform it, 
that I WILL keep thy righteous Fudgments, With- 
out we are thus reſolute for God, we ſhall be 
in great danger of being drawn back to our old 
Maſters. Tho” our moft vigorous Purpoſes of 
adhering to God, are, in themſelves, no Secu- 
rity; yet where there are no ſuch Purpoſes, it 
can't be expected Men ſhou'd abide ftedfaſt. 
6. Openly and explicitely. Indeed the 
Choice it ſelf, being an Act of the Judgment 
and of the Will, is an inward and ſecret thing, 
But when we have with our Hearts and Souls, Þ 
ſo far as we can know them, made Choice df 
God for our God, and his Ways for our Ways; 
we ſhould then declare it before others, take 
Heaven and Earth to Record that we have 
done ſo, for the Honour of God and Religion, 
and to induce others to make the like Choice, 
and as an Obligation upon our ſelves to abide 
by the ſame. The People of Iſrael here made 
an Open Declaration of their Choice, ver. 18. 
We will ſerve the Lord, for he à our God. And 
the Servants of God are repreſented, in Rev, 
14. I, às having his Name written in their Fore- 
beads : They publickly own'd the Maſter they 
belong'd to- | EG | 
. Unalterably and for ever. We muſt not 
reſerve to our ſelves a Power of Revocation, 
Having once made the Choice, we muſt look 
TH: upon 
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vpon it as paſt fh. We muſt ſay as Jeph- 
ad gf bole I. 35+ I bave opened my Mouth to the 
Lord, and I cannot go back, We muſt enter into 
+ God's Service, not as Servants hire themſelves 
h.“ for a Year, or to be free at a Quarter's Warn- 
be © ing ; not as Apprentices bind themſelves for 
„“ ſeven Years, to be diſcharged at the expiring 
of M©* of that Term; but for life, like that Servant 
u- in Exod. 21. 6. our Ears muſt be nail d to God's 
i Door-poſt, to ſerve him for ever, We muſt fa 
with the P/almiſt, Pſal. 119. 11 1. 112. Thy re. 
timonies have I taken as an Heritage for ever; for 
nt bey are the refoycing of my beart. I have inclined 
u heart, to perform thy Statutes alway even to the 
End. < CS 3 0 
8. With an humble Dependance. upon the 
Grace of God in Chrift. He that truſteth in hu 
own heart 1 4 fool, Prov. 28. 26. Tho' we 
may think we are very hearty, ſincere, and re- 
ſolute in our Choice now, yet if God with- 
hold the Aids and Aſſiſtances of his Grace, we 
ſhall ſoon diſcover our own Weaknefs and In- 
ability to abide ſtedfaſt. After the People had 
profeſs'd their Reſolation to ſerve the Lord, 
faying, as in 16. 19. v. God forbid that we ſhould 
orſake the Lord, to ſerve other God. Nay, but 
we will ſerve the Lord: Foſhua tells them in 19. 
v. Te cannot ſerve the Lord, i. e. in your own 
Strength ye cannot. But tho* we are not ſuffic;- 
ot Nent of our felves, our Sufficiency is of God, which is 
n. laid up in Chrift, to be by him communicated 
ok o his People that ſeek to, and depend _ 


him © For it bas pleaſed. abe Fatber that in him 
fbould all ' Fulineſs dwell; and of by Fullneſs ma) 
all we receive, and Grace for Grace: The Apoſtle 
Paul when he had difficult Services and Suffer: 
ings too in view, utters ſuch a Speech as that, 
Phil. 4: 11. 1 can do all things thro' Chriſt which| 
frengtbneth me. When we deſpair of acquitting 
our ſelves well in God's Service by. our own 
Strength, our Hope ſhau'd be in the Grace of 
Chriſt. We ſhould ſay as in ai. 45. 24. h 
the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength, We 
fhould pray, and then we may reſalve, as in Pſal. 
80. 17, 18. Let thy band be upen the Mon of thy 
right band, upon the Son of Man, whom thou made} 
ſtrong for thy ſelf. So will not we go back fran 


—— 


t 


KF &- 13 


III. Why the Service of God is offer'd to au 
Coures, . 

1. This does not at all fuppofe or imply, | 
that it is a Thing indifferent, whioh we are 21 
Liberty about, and may either chuſe or refuſ: 
3s we pleaſe. No indeed; We are under af 
natural, neceſſary, and immutable Obligation 
to ferve him. He is our rightful Sovereign, & bit 
as ſuch our Service is his Due. We are more Mw; 
bit than we gre our on: For be has made u, 
and not we our ſelves. He may therefore e224 
from us what Service and Obedience he pleaſcs, 
And tho he condefgfnds to put his Sexvige to 
dur Choice, he at the ſame time interpoſes his 
Authority, and lays his Commands 9 8 ? 

2: al. 


They are guided by Inſtindt: But God has given 
Jus an Underſtanding, whereby we are capable of 


Jof chufing our own Way. Accordingly, all 
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pſal. 119. 4. Thou haſt commanded at to keep thy 
Precepts diligently, Deut. 10. 12. And now, Q 
Iſrael, what doth the Lord thy God REQUIRE of 
thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all by 
Ways, and to love bim, and to ſerve the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy Soul, to keep 
the Commandments of the Lord, and ba Statutes. 
And in ver. 20. Thou SHALT fear the Lord thy 
God; bim SHALT thou ſerve, and to him SHALT 
thou cleave,——, So that this is a Caſe where- 
in Neceſſity # laid upon ws, and Mo to if we do 
not comply. | © % 

2. But God having made Man à reaſonable 


Creature, deals wich him as ſuch. It is the 
Honour of Man above the other Creatures in 
this lower Creation, that he is made a Cauſe 


by Counſel of his own Actions. Job. 35. 11 · 


Cod teacheth as more than the Btaſt: of the Earth, 


and maketh us wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven, 


diſcerning ; and a Vill, whereby we are capable 


God's Tranſactings with Man, are ſuited to 


him as rational. He draws us into his Service 


with the Cords of a Man, in a way ſuitable god 
congruous to our Nature; by a ſupernatural 
Work of Grace inlightning the Underſtanding, 
and inclining the Will. We are drawn irreſi- 
ſtably, yer not farc'd into his Service. Pfal. 119. 
3. Thy People ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
power, Iſa. 44. 5. 2 ſay, I am the Lords 


and 
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and another ſhall ſubſcribe with bis hand unto the 
n 

. We are moſt likely to abide in God's Ser- 
vice, if we chuſe it for our ſelves. As ſays an 
agreeable Expoſitor upon the Place; The 


Will of Man is apt to glory in its native Li- | 


ve berty, and in a jealouſy for the Honour of 
ce that, adheres with moſt Pleaſure to that 
* which is its own Choice, and is not impos'd 
< upon it: It has a mighty Influence upon 
* Mens Perſeverance in Religion, that they 
© embrace it with the Reaſon of Men, and with 
it the Reſolution of Men; therefore God puts it 


«to their Choice. The Pſalmiſt ſays, Pſal- | 
119. 30. 31. J have choſen the Way of Truth ; _— | 
J bave ſtuck unto thy Teſtimonies, The Conftan- Þ 
cy of his Courſe was owing to the Freedom of | 


his Choice: He had freely choſen, and there- 


fore he cloſely ſtuck to the Way of Truth. Mr. 


Henry's Note upon it is, The chuſing Chriſti- 
san is like to be the ſticking Chriftian, when 
** thoſe that are Chriſtians by Chance, tack a- 
* bout if the Wind turn. · To be ſure it much 
ſtrengthneth the Bond, if a Man bind himſelf 
freely and willingly ; and makes him the more 
inexcuſable if he do not obſerve it · So Naomi 
dealt with her Dau'ter in law Ruth : ſhe ſaid, 
Behold thy Sifter in law is gone back unto her Peo- 
ple, and unto ber gods: return thou after thy Sifter 
in law. This was not deſign'd to diſſwade and 
diſcourage her, (we may ſuppoſe ) but to 
licengthen her Reſolution : And it had this Ef 

* ect; 
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defect; for ſhe anſwered, Intreat me not to leavs 

thee, or to return from following after tbee: for whis 
'- I ther thou goeſt, I will go; a. where thou lodgeſt, I 
n BY will lodge: thy People ſhall be my People, and thy 
Cod my God. Ruth x. 15. 16. 


of IV. Why we ſhould chuſe the Service of God be- 
at BY fore any other. | 

4 1. Becauſe he has the beſt Right to our Ser- 
N IF vice: He gave us our Being, and bro'c us out 
of the dark Womb of Nothing. He plac'd us 
thin this noble Order of Beings wherein we 
i Fi ſtand ; made us Men, capable of knowing and 
al. ſerving him, of having Communion with him 
— [{Fhere, and che everlaſting Injoyment of him 
© hereafrer, when our Lot might as well as have 
been among the Beaſts of che Earth, or the 
Fowls of the Air, or the Fiſhes of the Sea, or, 
the Stones of the Field: And he thus formed ws 
for himſelf, that we might ſhew forth bis Praiſe; 
Iſa. 43. 21. ——— He has upheld us in Being; 
maintain'd us at his own Coſt and Charge ever 
ſince we have been in his World; fed us with bis 
Corn and Wine, cloth'd us with his Wool and Flax, 
and inrich'd us with his Silver and Gold; Hoſes 
2.8. 9,-— And, which is infinitely more than 
all this, when we had ſold our ſelves to Satan, 
he redeem'd us, not with corruptible things, as. 
Silver and Gold, but with the precious Blood 
of his own Son: And this that we might ſerve 
bim in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, all the days f 
var lives: x, Peter 1.18. 19. Luke r. 74- 75- 
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Not to chuſe his Service then, would be to de- | 
fraud him of his Right, to wrong him in his Pro- 
perty and Intereſt. | 
2+ Becauſe he is the beff Maſter we can ſerve. | 
The Devil repreſents him, and the Carnal | 
Hearts of Men are apt to conceive of him, az 
an hard Man, Mat. 25- 24. But nothing can be 
more injurious to him: For he is the moſt mer- 
ciful, kind, tender- hearted Maſter, that can be | 
ſerv'd. He does not require of his Servants 
more than they can perform, by the Help that 
is offer'd and promis'd to them. He is not like 
thoſe Egyptian Task-maſters, who requir'd of 
the Iſraelites to make Bricks without Straw ; Þ 
Exod. 4. 16. No, for whatever is requir'd in the 
Covenant, is promis'd in tbe Covenant. He may | 
with good Reaſon demand, as in Micah 6. 3. 
O' my People, what have I done unto thee ? Wherein Þ 
bave I wearied thee ? Fuſtifie me. He is rea- 
dy to accept the willing and ſincere, tho” im- 
perfect and deſective Obedience of his ſervants. Þ 
2. Cor. 8. 12. If there be firſt a willing Mind, it in 
accepted according to that a Man hath, and not ac-¶ E 
cording to that he bath not,—— He is not ſtrict V 
to mark what is amiſs ; can make all favoura- I tl 
ble Allowances for unavoidable Failings and g. 
Infirmities; For he knoweth our Frame; be re- tk 
membreth that we are Duſt, He is not /cor i w 
angry, nor is he long angry for Faults that are St 
repented of. Pſal. 103. 8.9. The Lord flu Ml 13 
to Anger, —— He will not always chide, neither MI 90 
wil be keep by. Anger for eyir, =» He ſmiles WM 
„ [+ ; 3. ce. bd! 


CUE oa I RAR 


The beſt Service: 17 


upon his Servants that ſerve him, and gives 
them the Tokens of his gracious Acceptance: 
So he ſaid to his Servant Moſes, Thou haſt found 
Grace in my Sight, Exod. 33. 12 ———— He 
will make good his Promiſes to them. Jacob 
complain'd of Laban, that he had changed by 
Wages ten times, Gen. 31. 41. But none of 
God's Servants ſhall have any Reaſon to com- 
plain of him, that he has deceiv'd 'em in what 
he promis'd. For hath be ſaid, and ſhall be not 
do it? Hath be ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it 
good ? God has provided in his Law for che 
Servants of Men, that they be juſtly dealt with. 
Deut. 24. 14. 15. Thou ſhalt not oppreſi an bired 
Servant, = At ha Day thou ſhalt give bim 
bs Hire. And ſurely he will fulfil his own Law, 
to his own Servants that ſerve him. According- 
ly our Saviour tells us in the Parable of the La- 
bourers, that when the Even was come, the lord of 
the Vineyard ſaid to bi Steward, Call the Labourers, 
and give them their Hire, beginning from the laſt 
unto the fir ſt: Mat. 20. 8. _— Once more; 
He will not caſt off his old Servants. The 
World and the Devil will at laſt turn off thoſe 
that can ſerve them no longer. - But God's a- 
ged Servants are very dear to him; even tho' 
they can be no longer Working Servants; and 
when they are old and pray beaded, and their 
Strength fails, he will not forſake them. This 
is his Promiſe to them, Iſa. 46. 4. And even to 
your old Age I am be, and even to boar hairs I will 
carry you, Yea, he will be with them 10 * 
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and in Death; and when their Breath leaves 
them, he will. not. Pſal. 23. 4. Tbo I walk 
through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will 
fear no Evil; for thou art with me: thy Rod, and 
thy Staff, they comfort me, Pſal. 73. 26. My 
Fleſh and my Heart faileth; but God à the Strength 
of my Heart, and my Portion for ever, 

3. Becauſe his Service is the beſ# Service. 
1. It is the moſt eaſy Service- The Devils 
Work is bard Work. There is no worſe Slave- 
ry than to ſerve diverſe Luſts. Jer. 9: 5. They 
weary themſelves to commit Iniquity, Prov. 13, 


15. The Way of Tranſgreſſors w bard. How ma- 
ny die Martyrs to their Luſts? They mourn at 
the laſt, when their Fleſh and their Body are conſu- | 
med, Prov. F. 11. But. ſo eaſy is God's Ser- 


vice, that it may be call'd a Freedom rather than 
| a Service. Hence God's Servants are call'd 
bis Free-Men, 1 Cor. 7. 24. Men have general- 
bY a miſtaken Notion of Liberty and Freedom: 
t 


e think that to be at their own Diſpoſe, to 


live as they liſt, to walk in the way of their 
own Hearts, and in the fight of their own 
Eyes, is to enjoy Freedom and Liberty: But 
this is a ſalſe Liberty. True Freedom conſiſts in 
having our inordinate Appetites corrected and 
regulated, our natural Paſſions govern'd and 
ſubdu'd, to have good Order and Government 
in the Soul reſtored and ſupported, to be deli- 
ver'd from the Fetters of our own Corruptions, 
and made free to that which is good, doing it 
not of Conſtraint, but with Cheerfulneſs and 

. Plea- 
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s 8 Pleaſure, Willingneſs and Delight. David ins 
+ deed had this right Notion of Liberty & Free- 
dom; whence he ſo prays, Pſal. 119. 43—47: 
And take not the Word of Truth utterly out of my 
„ Mouth ; for 1 have hoped in thy Judgments. So ſhall 
I keep thy Law continually, for ever and ever. And 
I will walk at Liberty, for ] ſeek thy Precept-, I 

will ſpeak of thy Teſtimonies alſo before Kings, and 

Is vill not be aſhamed. And I will delight my ſelf in 
ty Commandments which I have loved ——Chriſt 
„invites us into his Service by telling us, Mat. 
. 11. 30. My Yoke 2 eaſy, and my Burden « light. 
All they find it ſo, who, thro' Grace, are draw- 
ting in it. If it ſeem uneaſy to any, tis by reaſon 
ol the Sores of corrupted Nature; as the eaſi- 
;- eſt Yoke is when upon a galled Neck: But to 
n IE the renewed Man, tis ſo eaſy that he never de- 
4 I fires to throw it off; and the longer fuch à one 
1. has born it, the eaſier and ſmoother it grows. 
: 2. It is the moſt honourable Service. This it 
o is in reſpe& both of the Maſter, and the Work. 
ir The Maſter ſerv'd is the moſt high God, who 
n is clothed with Honour and Majeſty ; and to 
it de taken into his Service, is greater Honour 
n | than to attend upon any of the Kings of the 
d Earth. The higheſt Angel in Heaven thinks it 
an Honour to do his pleaſure, Pſal. 103. 20. 
And the Work to be done is of the beſt kind ; 
ſuch as highly becomes the reafonable Crea- 
ture, and the very Capacity for it is the Nohi- 
lity and Glory of his Nature. Thi uit 
To get the Knowlege of God, to.obey his Will, 
hy to 
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to- imitate him in his imitable Perſections, to 
pray to and praiſe him; to maintain a Cor- 
reſpondence with Heaven, a Communion with 
God in Chriſt, till we are made meet for the 
full Enjoyment of him in the World of Light 
and Glory above. This is high and noble 
Work indeed! Of the ſame Nature and Kind 
with that which the Angels above are employ- 
ed in: And they are willing to own themſelves 

Fellow- Servants with the Saints. Rev. 19. 10. 
3- It is Service that has the beſt Wages. No 
Man ſhall ſerve God for nought: But as his is 
the beſt Work, ſo he gives the beſt Reward, 
Something he gives in Hand, as Earneft of the 
Bargain, and Incouragement in the Work; 
Peace of Conſcience, Joy ia the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſome lively Proſpects of the future Glory, &c. Þ 
Thu 1 had, ſays the Pſalmiſt, becauſe ? kept thy 
Precepts, Plal. 119. 56. He does not ſay what; 
but to be (ure it was ſomething very valuable 
and excellent, which more than made him a- 
mends for all his Pains But whatever he be- 
ſtows now, he has much more in Reverſion. 
1. Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither have entred into the Heart of Man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him. Pay- Day is not yet come : We muſt 
be content to wait till the day of Death, and 
the Day of judgment; then the faithful Ser- 
vants of God ſhall be recompenced with no- 
thing leſs than a Crown and a Kingdom, fac 


ſuperiour to any on Earth. Rev. z, 19. Be thou 
. faith- 
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10 | 22 Death, and I will give thee a Crown of 
34. Come ? 252 d of my Father, 24 
| King om - 4 N {for A went the Foundation 
t Here are ages indeed! The 
rl do nt promiſe ſo much as this: He ſhew- 
9 7 the King doms of ths World, 
104 d Glo lory of 4 — ſaid, All theſe will 
ye 1 Jl 1, 4. B. 9. which was a falſe Pro- 
| miſet ew they were not his to give. 
But the 0 om of Heaven is God's to give; 
lo and tis as re to all his faithful Servants 48 if 
s BY they were already in the Poſſeſſion of it; where 
d, they ſhall inherit all things, and ſhall live and 
e BY reign with Chriſt for ever and ever. 
5 I come now to improve the Doctrine. 
.I. By Way of INFERENCE i in one or two 
b I Particulars. We learn, 


le 1. The Excellency ofReligionabovethe ways 
a of Sin. This ſhews the Excellency of it, it will 
- BY bear the ſtriteft Examination; and ſuch as en- 
n. tet upon it are requir'd to examine it before 


d, they make Choice of it; and the more tis ex- 
e BF amin'd the better, it will be lik'd: And one 
at great Reaſon why Religion is embrac'd by ſo 
f few, is the Want of ſerious Conſideration. It 
| 


is no: ſo with the Ways of Sin: No one that ſe- 
[- riouſly conſiders them, can pronounce them 
þ worthy to be choſen : That ſo many embrace 
Ic them, tis owing to their Raſhneſs and Inconſi- 
1 derateneſ and the Violence of Luſt and Temp- 
b- D tation, 
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tation. + And when ſuch will give them- 
ſelves Leave to make a ſober Reflection upon 
their Choice, it muſt be ſuch a one as that, 
Pſal. 73. 22. So Holle was I, and ignorant: 1 
45 45 a Baſt before thee, This then may con- 
vince us of the Excellency of Religion above 
the Ways of Sin. 3 

2. External Force is not the Way to propa- 
gate true Religion. A Religion that has no 
innate Evidence and Excellence to recommend 
it to the Reaſon and Conſciences of Men, muſt 
be propagated by Force; and Men muſt be 


driven by Violence into that, of which they can 
never be rationally perſwaded. Theſe thete- Þ 
fore are the Methods which Mabometaniſm and | 


Popery have taken by which to eſtabliſh and 
Tpread themſelves in the World. But the Reli. 
gion taught and requir'd in the holy Scriptures, 


does not need, and therefore does not allow F 
ſuch Methods. We muſt embrace it from 4 ra Þ 


tional Convid ion that it is Worthy to be choſen, 


or not at all. The Religion that allows of, & 


directs to, the Perſecution of thoſe that diſſent 


1 There is a Book much talk'd of among the Jews, 
call'd Penitentia Adami, or Adam's Penitential ; wherein 
he leaves to bis Poſterity ſeven Rules of ſerious Religi- 
on, with this Caution annex'd, That no Man would ever fin, 


If be ſaw from the Beginning to the End of _ [Dr. Lhyd's 
$ to 
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dying Mens living Words] The Saying 
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Truth; For however right che Vay of Sim may 
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Lim now, the End there are the Ways of Death, Prov, 14 
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from it, wears the Mark and Brand of a falſe 
Religion. 3 EO 0 
3 Moral Suaſion is to be us'd with Men for 
their Converſion. Indeed the beft of this Kind 
is not, of it ſelf, ſufficient for ſuch a Work: 
But yet *cis to be us'd as what has a Tendency 
to this End, and the Spirit of God is pleas'd ma- 
ny times to ſet in with it, with his effectual 


Grace. God himfelf in his Word uſes rational 


Pleadings, and Expoſtulationss with Sinners, 
wou'd allure them to Obedience with the H 

of Benefits, and deter them for Sin by the Fear 
of Puniſhments ; This Method then in dealing 
with Souls, muſt needs be well conſiſtent with 
Cape Grace, however ſome reproach and ag- 
cuſe it, 


II. By Way of Addreß to all, particularly 
ſuch as are in their youthful Days. And 


1. To ſuch as have never yet made Choice 
of the Service of God, and embrac'd the Ways 
of Religion ; but abide ſtill in the Service of 
Satan, and are walking in the Ways of Sin. 
Alaſs ! that I muſt make the Suppoſition that 
any of you are of this Number. But more ſor- 
rowful if this muſt be ſuppos'd of the moſt of 
you: And even ths Suppoſition muſt not be 
voted Uncharitable; For our Saviour has told 
us, Wide is. the Gate, and broad is the Way that 
leadeth to Deſtrution, and many there be which go 
in thereat ; Becauſe my is the Gate, and narrow 

2 6s 
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5s the Way which leadeth unto Life, and few there 
be that find it. Mat. 7. 13. 14+ And now what 
all 1 ſay tq- ſuch as you? O that I could 
find: out any acceptable Words where with to 
reaſon with you! You have heard how good 
a Maſter God is, how excellent his Service, 
and how great the Reward promis'd : And now 
if you can find a better Maſter, better Work, 
and better Wages, take them, and I will give 
over the ſuit ; but if not, be perſuaded to chuſe 
theſe, I may uſe the Words of Moſes, Deut. 


30. 19. I call Heaven and. Earth to record thi Þþ 
Day againſt you, that I have ſet before you Life and 
Death, Bleſſing and Curſing ; therefore chuſe life-—, Þ 
Lament before God the natural Enmity of your 
Wills againſt his Service; and beg of him that] 


he woud, by the Influences of his ſpecial 
Grace, inlighten your Underſtandings, and 
conquer your Wills, and ſo enable you to make 
this Choice upon which your life depends. 

Particularly. Let ſuch of you as are in the 
Days of your Youth, be. perſwaded to make the 
Service of God your early Choice. Theſe ate 
the Days of your Choice: You are now chuſing 
other things, your Calling and Employment; 
the Maſters you will ſerve with, and ſome the 
Companions of their Lives : But among theſe, 
let nor tha Choice, the moſt important of any, 
be negle&ed. To delay this, is to put that laſt 
which ſhould be firſt.  . Conſider, You have 
been devoted to God in holy Baptiſm, where- 
in his Name as Fathgr, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
75 $53 154 8 pn: SO 65:4. Was 
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was called upon you; ſo that you already ſtand 
19d to him, and cannot without Sacrilege 
hate ſelves from him. Cohſider, 
Your 6arly Obedience will be peculiarly a- 

ceptabls- Fob the youngeſt Diſciple, was the 
beloved Diſciple. He will remember the Kind- 
22 of thy Tonth long after. And then 

nſider, The Opportunity to make this Choice 
may be foon over. You may be quickly called 
off by Death, and then it will be too late. For 
in Death there is no Remembrance of thee, in the 
Grave who can give thee Thanks ? Pſal. 6. 6. Let 
1 I Eſau's Example be your Warning: He deſpiſed 
i, Birtb-right, and choſe a Meß of Pottage before 
ur it; and ye know bow that afterward when he 
at would have inherited the Bleſſing, be was rejefted;: 
ia for be found no place for Repentance, tho be 2 it 
nd with ears, Heb. 12. 16. 17. 


2. To ſuch as have choſen the Service of 
he God, and entred upon i. | 


fe 1. Be very thankful to God chat he has in- 
rs MY clin'd and enabled you to make this Choice. If 
nt, BY you have heartily choſen bim, and his Service, 
he tis becauſe he has firſt choſen you. If he had 
ſe, © withheld his Grace from you, you had till re- 
y, MW main'd in Satan's Service. It is he works in us to 
alt WW will and to do, Wherefore aſcribe the Glory to 

ve bis free Grace. Say as in Pſal. 16. 17.1 wil 
re* WW hieß the Lord who has given me Council, We of- 
oft ten find the Plalmiſt aſcribing ang 
* 
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and Praiſes to God on this Account, Pſal. 7x; 
17. O God, thou baſt taught me from my Youth, 
Plal. 119. 102, I have not departed from thy Jad 
ments, for thou haſt taught me. 8 

2. Let your Courſe be agreeable to thi 
Choice to the End of your Lives, Cleave now 
to the Lord with full Purpoſe of Heart. Let 
not the World, the Fleſh, or the Devil, dray 
you away. If you turn aſide never ſo little, te. 
turn to God as faſt as you can. Fear and 
dread Apoſtacy : For you can't draw back but 
it will be to Perdition, Be ſtedfaſt, unmoveabh, 
and always abounding in the Work of the Eord : for 
armuch as you know that your Labour ſhall not be n 
vain in the Lord, The Time of Service will be! 
but ſhort at longeſt: And ſome God calls of 
very ſoon from working in his Vineyard here, My 
to refreſh and entertain them in his Houſe 2. bs 
bove, where there are many Manſions. ae. 
this Number we have good Reaſon to reckon Sir 
that valuable and gracious young Man, whom Ar 
we have follow'd to the Grave in the Week mi 
paſt, namely, Mr. Fob Coney; taken off by gie 
Death at the Age of twenty five. —— He wi for 
one well known to, and greatly beloved by, no 
conſiderable Part of the Young People of this IM ce: 
Congregation, and of the Town. And ® Mtio, 
God made him a rare Example of early Piet), ¶ ver 
I would mention him at this Time to che Ho- in 
nour of the free Grace of God, and for the Wch 
provoking others to a holy Emulation: And Ire 
ſuppoſe I can't be ſuſpected of any other by to { 
I . tue. 0 
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4 tire. What I ſhall ſay of him, is what I ob- 
„ ein him, and receiv'd from him, in his 
a Life, and at his Death; and find in the Writ- 


hs {ings which he has leſt behind penn'd for his 
own Uſe : For his Sickneſs being but ſhort, & 
Le ſoon ſeizing his Head, he gave no Orders a- 
a bout his Papers, and ſo they are by the Provi- 
dence of God fallen into our hands: They are 
10 many, and written with more of good Senſe 
and Accuracy, than could be expected from 
one that had no greater Advantages of Educa- 
„ion; an Extract from them would be ſuch a 
BY Memorial of early and ftrift piety, as I can't but 
b J think, if publiſh'd, would by the Bleſſing of 
7 God be an Advantage to others. 
BY Itpleaſed God who had ſeparated him from the 
* BY Wornb, betimes to call him by his Grace. When 
N Ihe was about ſixteen Years of Age he became 
deeply convinc'd that if he did not leave his 
Sins, and turn to God, he ſhould not be ſaved: 
And this put him upon reforming what was a- 
miſs, upon praying, and attending other reli- 
gious Duties; in which Courſe he continu'd 
for a Year or two. But all this while he had 
not, (as he afterwards ſaw Reaſon to think) re- 
ceiv'd and refted upon Chriſt alone for Salva- 
tion: till by reading Mr. Shepherd's ſincere Cun- 
vert, (a Book which, tho” it has fome Paſſages 
in it that have diſquieted the Minds of ſome 
Chriſtians, has yet been of Uſe to many to di- 
rect them in cloſing with Chrift) he was made 
to ſee plainly Duties alone would not bring God 2 
| 4 
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his Soul te be at. Peace, but that be 


out of 
himſelf, and put bis Truſt in Chriſt ; Js hop 
be-was put upon; and enabled to whe 

"Now Religion evideotly heating " Buſi- 
neſs, he diſcover'd an extraordinfiry. of 
divine and made it his Care to pleaſe 
God, and live to Chriſt. 

He now ; choke for bis Competitors thoſe thi 
ſear'd the Lord; and affociated with 15 
ſuch who met every Lord's day Wb of Ad 
the Exerciſes. of Religion, and found 
vantage to him. 

When he was about 18 Years of Age be 

took upon him the more ſolemn Proſeſſion d 
Religion, and was admitted a Member of thu 
Church, I can't but remember how pleas'd | 
was with him, and the good Satisfaction be 
gave, when I diſcours'd with him in order to 
his Admiſſion. And I find he has himſelf no- 
red the Day in one of his Books, writing thus; 
November 2. 1718. 1 was admitted a Communi- 
cant, & c. And I 'ruſt and hope that it was God i 
hu Holy Spirit, which mov'd and ſtir'd me up 1 
lay hold of Jeſas Chriſt, and the Benefits purchas' 
by lim in bu Death and Sufferings.” 

And now he was careful to adorn the Do- 
Arine of God his Saviour in all things; parti 
cularly in the Relation of a Servant. He ſerv'd 
his Maſter according to the Fleſh, not with 
Eye Service, as a Man-pleaſer, but in ſingle 
neſs of Heart, fearing God. He was - careful 
not to wrong his Maſler in his Time, 1 in + 

OOds 
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Goods: Nay ſo tender was he that I know he 
ſcrupl'd (for he once ask'd my Tho'ts upon it) 
to do any Work for his own private Advan- 
tage, tho at Times when his Maſter did not 
require him to work for him, left he ſhou'd 
hinder his Maſter of ſome Gain that might o- 
therwiſe come to him; and he could not be 
eaſy till he had ſpoken to his Maſter about it, 
and had his Allowance for it. This made him 
leave his Maſters Houſe with Comfort, & write 
thus upon it ; * © Thro' the Mercy of my God I 
have been carried thro my Apprentiſhip, and all the 
Difficulties of it, and am this day free for my ſelf. 
And I think ] can look back and reflect with Com- 
fort, that I have endeavoured to keep a good Conſci- 
ence, being willing in all things to live honeſtly in 4 
great part of my Apprentiſbip; and bope ] have 4 
clear Conſcience now I am come from my Maſter. 
But ' withal I wou'd look back with Shame and 
Bluſhing for my many Failings and Sins; and, O 
Lord, do thou pardon them.” I mention this that 
Servants, eſpecially Servants profeſſing Godli- 
neſs, may take Example by him : For he that 
is not a good Servant is not a good Chriſtian. 

He was indeed one of a very tender Conſci- 
ence, which made him walk very circumſpect- 
ly, avoiding the Appearances of Evil, and de- 
nying himſelf in thoſe things which others 
would think lawful and innocent. Sometimes 
he would trouble and torment himſelf with 
groundleſs and frivolous Scruples ; which tho” 

. 8 
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it be indeed an Infirmity, may yet be an Indi- 
cation of Grace. \ 
He was, I am apt to think, by his natural 
Temper and Conſtitution ſomething inclin'd Mt 
to Melancholy; but yet this did not hinder him 
from taſting the Comforts of Religion ; ſo that | 
he could ſometimes write ſuch Strokes as theſe, 
Religion is its own Mages, the only thing in which 
I have found ſolid Comfort, = S F 
He always ſeem'd to have a low Eſteem ct ; 
the World, and a high Efteem of Chriſt. His I , 
Name was to him as Ointment poured forth. 
He lov'd to ſpeak and hear of him. And he 
has ſometimes ſaid to me what # ſingular Reliſh 

be had of thoſe Sermons, which bad Chriſt for the 
Subject of them. This made him delight much 
in the Works of the excellent Mr. Flawel ; and 
he got them to be read every Lord's-day-even- 
ing in the Society he belong'd to. 

He was a careful Redeemer of Time; and 
did not uſe to ſpend his Evenings in idle Com- 
pany and Paſtime, but in reading, and tran- 
{cribing valuable Paſſages out of the Authors 
that pleas d him: Of which he has left a large 
Collection behind him. 

Hle delighted in religious Conference ; and 
maimain'd it not only with thoſe of his own 
Age, but with ſome elder Chriſtians that knew 

and valu'd him. 

He was concern'd for the ſaving good of o- 
thers ; and would reprove, exhort and counſel 
them, wich much Prudence and Seriouſneſs ; 

| an 
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and ſome have been thankful they were ever 
acquainted with him. 1 

But he was not ſhowey in any of this; his 
Piety feem'd to be the moſt unaffected that 
could be. And we have Reaſon to think that 
he was the ſame in Secret that he was before 
others. 5 | 

He kept a Diary the laſt five Nears of his life; 
and by that it appears he was much in ſeeret 
Prayer, Meditation, and Self. Examination; & 
that he kept a ſtrict Watch over his Heart, 
Words, and Actions. He there notes in the 
Evening how it had been wittr him in the day, 
ſometimes for whole Months together without 
one day omitted. He conſtantly ſet down 
what had been his Frame on Sabbath and Sacra- 
ment- Days; lamenting his Deadneſs and Strait- 
neſs, and giving Thanks for any Aſſiſtance & 
Enlargement. This he did to the laſt Sabbattr 
but one of his life, which was our laſt Sacra- 
ment-Day. Then he writes, Auguſt 7th. Thu 
Day being Lord's and Sacrament-day, In my Morn- 
ing Devotions I had little or no life, and came very 
ſhort in my Preparations for the Table of Chriſt, and 
while at God's Houſe and Table im but a poor Frame 
of Soul, In my Evening - Devotions I bope I was 
hearty with God. But O my God do thou quicken 
me!” He liv'd to write no more. For hav- 
ing complain'd of Indiſpoſition a day or two, 
he took his bed the Saturday following, and a 
dangerous Fever came on. I viſited him in 
the beginning of his Ilinefs, before his Diſtem- 
= E 2 per 
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per ſeiz d his Head, and diſcours d with him 
about his ſpiritual State. He then told me of 
the firſt Dealings of God with his Soul, and 
how he had been bro't, as he hop'd, to cloſe 
with Chriſt ; but yet he ſaid he wanted greater 
Diſcoveries of hs Glory and Excellency, and more 
clear Evidences of bu Intereſt in bim. Tho', add- 
ed he, If 1 might live in never fo great an Afflu- 
ence of the Things of this World without Chriſt, | 
ſhould rather chuſe the pooreſt and loweſt Condition 
with him. This was like Moſes, who when he 
was come to Years, refuſed to be called the Son 
of Pharaobs Daùter; chuſing rather to ſuffer 
Affliction with the People of God, than to en- 
joy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon: Eſteem- 
ing the Reproach of Chriſt greater Treaſures 
than the Riches of Egypt. Heb. 11. 25. 26. 

He was for placing his Truſt in Chriſt a: 
lone, and yet could take Comfort from Duties 
as they were Signs of Grace. He now ſaid to 
me (which was no little Speech) © God and my 
«* Soul are no Strangers.” And if they were not 
Strangers here, I am ſure they are not ſo now. 

Within a Day or two after this his Diſtem- 
per ſo ſeiz'd his Head that when I ſaw him, but 
little paſs'd between us till the day of his Death. 
Then J was ſent for to him as dying, but told 
that he was not ſenſible; and when I came to 


| him he ſeem'd to me to be Speechleſs and 


Senſeleſs. I pray'd with him, but did not ſup: 
pole he heard or underſtood any thing of it; 
and when I, had dong went from him not at 1 


— — —  — 
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n expecting he would ſpeak another Word in 
of WM this World. But by that time I had got out of 
d I the Door, they came running to me in a Sur- 
ſe prize, and ſaid he ask d for me. When I came 
er to him again, to my own Surprize I found he 
re knew me, and was capable of ſpeaking, for he 
1. call'd me by my Name. I then ask'd him ſe- 
4- 8 veral Queſtions, and receiv'd his Anſwers. 

T I told him we apprehended his great Change 
vas very near; and ask'd him, How he could 
he receive it? | 

IN He anſwer'd in theſe Words, with much 
et Compoſure, yea even Pleaſantneſs ; No Diſad- 
n- I vantage at all, but abundance of Comfort accruing 
n- Pom the ſame, | 

es I ask'd him, Have you then the comfortable 
. Hope and Perſwaſion of your Intereſt in 
a- 8 Chriſt, and a better Life? 


ies His Anſwer was; Yes, you know T have ex- 
to preß d it to you before, almoſt to an Aſſurance, 

my I then ask'd him, Upon what is this your 
ot Hope built? 

W He anſwer's, Upon Chriſt the Rock of Ages. 

m- I ask'd him; How does your Soul, then e- 
dut ſteem of Jeſus Chriſt ? __ | 
th. He anſwer'd, He is infinitely precious, infinitely 


old precious. | 

to 1 then ask'd him, If it might be put to him, 
nd whether to return into this World, or to go to 
p- 72 which he tho't he ſhould chuſe for him- 


His 
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His Anſwer, as I took it, was, I ſhould chuſety 
depart, and go to Chriſt, which is by far the better, 
I then ask'd him, If he would have me fay 
any thing aſter his Death to young People 2 
from him? 1 

He anſwer'd, Tell em they have no need to be 
diſcourag d at all: There is Encouragement enough 
or them to go on inthe Way [ meaning no doubt 
the Way of Religion] to the End. | But 
here his Speech and Reaſon 'began again to 
fail. So I left him; and in an hour or two he 
breath'd out his gracious Spirit, which, we 
have no Reaſon to doubt, was receiv'd by the 
Maſter he had lov'd and ſerv'd: For Chriſt has 
ſaid, If any Man ſerve me, let him follow me ; and 
where I am, there ſhall alſo my Servant be: if an) 
Man ſerve me, him will my Father honour, John 
12. 26. The Days he loft on Earth, we truſt 
are gain'd in Heaven, infinitely to his Advan- 
tage. And tho' he died young, if he had liv'd 
long eno* to be wean'd from this World, and 
fit for Heaven, he had a Sufficiency of life. 

And now my Wiſh and Prayer is; May you 
that knew him follow his Example, and emu- 
late his Piety ! May there always be found, by 
the Grace of God, among the young People of 
this Flock many ſuch Inſtances of early and 
ſerious Religion! And may ſuch as are walk- 
ing in the ſame Steps, (as I truſt a Number of 


— 


1 I ſuppoſe he had « particular Reference in chis to 
thoſe of the Society he belong d to. | 


you 
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you are) be ſpar'd to bring forth more of the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God 


And for a Cloſe, I will take the Words of 
„another 1; The early Piety of thoſe who are 
carried ſoon off the Stage, is not a loſt thing” 
ts BY Survivors indeed are deprived of much Com- 
* fort, and their Generation of much Service, 
* which might be expected from their promiſ- 
ing Beginnings. But it was not loſt co them- 
* ſelves ; their Harveſt is early, and they will 
* be reaping the bleſſed Fruits of what they 
* have ſown to all Eternity. And the Event 
* of their early Death, has ſhewn the indiſpen- 
"ſable Neceflity of remembring their Creator 
* betimes, ſince without it they had loſt their 


r Souls for ever. 
n- 
. Preach'd Auguſf 28. 1726; 
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+ Mr, Evans on the Caſe of 461jah, P. 111. 
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In which the Character given of him 
in the foregoing SERMON is 
confirmed, and enlarged; and alſo che! | 


Example further improved for the 
Benefit of others. 
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Luke 10. 37. Then ſaid Feſw unto him, Go, 


and do thou likewiſe, 


8 


— 


— 


BOSTON: 


Printed for S. Gerriſh at the lower end 


of Cornhill, and 7. Phillips on the 
South ſide of the Town-Houſe, 1726. 


1 a * n 


3 


. 


tn lh — 
r * * 5 — 
un — 


— 


* 


— 3 


n_ * * — 


An APPENDIX, 


Containing a further Account of Mr. John 
Coney, collected from his Papers, &c. 
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"\ Xamples have a ſecret but powerful 
Efficacy upon thoſe chat behold them. 
The Influence which bad ones have 
to draw many into an unhappy Imi- 
tation; may every where be obſerv'd, and 
ought to be ſorrowfully reſented. And may 
it not then be hop'd that good ones, may be 
effectual upon ſome at leaſt, to excite them to a 
holy Emulation? | | 


As degenerate as the preſent Times are, 
they do afford us, by the Grace of God, ſome 
amiable Patterns of real and living Religion; 
ſome remarkable Inſtances of Piety and Devo- 
tion. And when ſuch are carried off the Stage, 
to ſet Forth their Example in a fair and eaſy 
Light, may, by the Bleſſing of God, be of no 
little Service to thoſe that ſurvive- · i 
Hence the Penmen of the Holy Scriptures, 
ha V (under the 9 of the unerring Spirit) 
WT 2 75 re- 
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recorded many obſervable Paſſages in the Lives 
and ' Deaths of ſeveral eminent Saints. And 
in Conformity to their Pattern, many of the 
Servants of God fince, have from time to time 
been at the pains to publiſſi the Accounts of 
ſome, of every Age and Degree, whom they 
have had Opportunities to know and obſerve, 
whoſe Piety has ſhown with a diſtinguiſhing 
Luſtre. And they. have herein oblig'd the 
World, and ſerv'd the Church. For ſuch Ac- 
counts (when true and juſt) ſtand as ſo many 
Teſtimonies to the Grace of God, Witneſſes 
for Religion, and Confutations of thoſe who 
think Holineſs an impracticable and impotlible 
ching. | 


Hou uſeful have Mr. White his little Book for 
little Children, and Mr. Faneway his Token fu 
Children, been to the Age for which they were 
deſigned ? And doubtleſs (as Mr. Henry in his 
Preface to the life of Mr. Thomas Beard has ta- 
ken Occaſion to oblerve) if there was a Collec- 
tion of Inſtances in thoſe! who are paſt their 
earlier Age, and are growing up, or have at- 
tain'd, to the Stature of Men, it might prove'as 
uſeful in its Kind. The Apoſtle Fohn writes 
& diſtinAly to little children, and t Joung Men 
rn, z. 
buch a Collection might eaſt ly be made from 
among the Sons and Dau'cers born to God in 
land: And in it Mr, Fohn or might 


Laie have a Place. 
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more ſet for the Things of God, and be quick- 
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His Piety indeed was not ſet off by external 
Advantages ; which ſometimes makes a little 
Religion make a great ſhew, and be much ſpo- 
ken of: It ſhone in a lower Degree of life: 
And therefore I was the rather willing to take 
this Notice of it ; that I might do Honour to 
that alone, and help to fulfil that Word, Prov. 27. 


18. He that waiteth on bis Maſter ſball be h * 


ed, JET | 
It may be ſome may think there is nothing 
ſo extraordinary in the following Paſſages of 
the life of this Young Man, as to deſerve to be 
thus made public. But if ſuch conſider they 
come from one whoſe Education was only 
ſuch as to fit him for a Trade, who was earl 

bound to one, and was diligent in the Work o 


an Apprentice; and that many of them were 


in the very Time of his Apprentiſhip : Then, 
I think, they muſt look upon them to be not 
common. | „ 5 

I don't expect in the following Account to 
gratifie the curious, much leſs the vain, _—— I 
write for the ſake of thoſe young Men who were 
of his Acquaintance, who are about his Age, 
and of the like Degree. And as I can't bur 
think ſome in reading theſe Memoirs, will have 
J ſecret Wiſh ariſing in their Breaſts to be like 
bim; ſo if any ſhall be induc'd to write after his 
Copy, excited to redeem and improve the 
Time of Youth, and even that of their Appren- 
tiſhip, for the beſt purpoſes ; have their Hearts 


d 2 


ned 
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ned and furthered in the Way to Heaven, I 


ſhall think my Time and Pains well beſtow'd ; 
And for this End I humbly and heartily recom. 
_ them to the Bleſſing of the GOD of all 
Grace 


What I have tranſcrib'd from his Manu- 
ſeripts is without any material Alteration ; And 
the whole I have reduc'd under the following 
Heads. 1. A forrowful Reflection on the Sins 
of Nature, Childhood, and Youth. 2. An 
Account of his being bro't to forſake the Ways 
of Sin, to ſet upon the Practice of religious 
Duties, and to relie on Chriſt alone for Pardon 
and Acceptance. 3. Some things that were 
Temptations to him, and how he reſiſted them. 
4. A Catalogue of Mercies relating to his 
Soul. 5. Some Rules and Reſolves for his 
own Conduct. 6. Paſſages out of his Diary. 
7. Some excellent Paſſages tranſcrib'd for his 
own Uſe out of the Authors which he read. 
8. Some ſavoury Letters to abſent Friends. 


I. 


A ſorrowful Reflection on, or an Ex- 
erciſe of Flumiliation and Repentance for, 
the Sins of Nature, Childhood and Ti outh. 


The Paper from which I take this, he has 
himſelf put this Title upon it, A black Cata- 
Pogue of my Sins : And he thus writes; By 


"Y * 


„ 
* 66 By Nature I am a Child of Wrath, and an 
* Heir of Hell. I brought a corrupt Nature 


t jnto the World with me, being the Fountain 
© from whence have proceeded all the Sins and 


© Wickedneſs of my Life. And by Reaſon of 
© this, (if I had no other Sin) there is Guilt 
© enough lying upon me to caſt me from God's 
e Preſence, and to fink me down to Hell, to 
te dwell with Devils and damned Spirits to all 
© Eternity. And were by Nature the Children of 
* Wrath, Epb. 2. 3. Doſt thou believe this, O 
e my Soul? O LORD ! I turn to Thee! I her 
© lieve ; Help my Unbelief | And impreſs on my 
* Soul a due Senſe bereof ;, and enable me heartily to 
* mourn for the Sin of my Nature | 


I ſoon began to ſhew the. Sinfulneſs of 
* my Nature, and to evidence the Truth of my 
* original Corruption. But, O my Soul! 
*where ſhall I begin? O LORD! I turn me 
* unto Thee! Beſeeching thee ta work in me the ſu- 
* pernatural Work of Convincement of, and Humi- 
* liation for Sin, by thy Holy Spirit, whoſe proper 
Mork it is, fobn 16. 8. OG m Sen! Call to 
mind and mourn for! Lord! Do THOU bring 
eto my Remembrauce and heartily bumble me for, 
* the Sins of Childhood and Youth whith are Vani- 
f „ Here he enters (as it were) into 


the Detail of his Tranſgreſſions, and looks back 


as far as the fifth or ft Year of his Age. He 
endeavours to call to Mind Sins committed at 
this and the other Time and Place; W 
4 ets 
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ſets down the particular Commandment which 
they were a Violation of. He feems con- 
cern'd that the ſmalleſt Sin might not be unte- 
pented of, that the leaſt Item of Guilt might not 
remain uncancell'd. So Ephraim be moaned hini. 
felf : — Alter that he was turned, be ripent- 
ed; and after he was inſtructed, he ſmote upon bu 
Thigh: He was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, bi- 


cauſe he did bear the Reproach of bis Youth. And 


God ſaid of him, be u a dear Son, he à a pleaſant 
Child ;——— ] do earneftly remember bim; 
will ſurely bave Mercy on bim. Ter. 71. 19, 20. 


H. 
How he was bro't to forſake the Ways of 


Sin, to ſet upon the Performance of re- 
ligious Duties, and to place his Truſt in 
Chriſt alone for Pardon and Acceptance. 


The Account of this in one of his Papers is 
after this Manner; © In the Year 1714 I was 
te put out as an Apprentice. Some Time after 
ce I was with my Maſter, I was viſited with a 
ce ſhort Fit of Sickneſs, in which I was afraid 
© to die; and I promiſed God if he would 
© ſpare me I would live a holy Life. God in 
* his grear Mercy ſaved me from going down 
ce to the Grave. But I ſoon forgat my Sick- 
* bed Repentance, and returned to my former 


< Courſe ; I ſtill continued an Enemy to God, 
* N 


— 
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and a Stranger to true Converſion. I was 
* proud, paſſionate, envious, and. indulg'd 
* Youthful Luſts ; and was ſetled and ſatisfied 
* in this my Condition. And thus I continu- 
* ed till (I think) the: Year 1716. Then I 
* was convinced that if, I did not leave my. 
Sins, and turn to God, J ſhould not be ſa- 
* ved. This put me upon praying, forſaking. 
* my Sins, reſtoring. ſome L ſmall things } 
* which I had unjuftly taken in my Childhood. 
* All this I did, and fo thought the Breach 
* was made up between God and my Soul. 
©* But alaſs ! I truſted in Duties, and not in 
* Chrift.; thereby making the Righteouſneſs 
* of Chriſt of none Effect. And when I com- 
© mitted Sin, or came ſhort in Duty, I confeſ- 
* ſed the fame before God with Sorrow, and 
"© begged that He would pardon me, and I 
* would endeavour to be better for the future. 
© But all this while I neglet:d CHRIST. O 
Lord! what need did | ſtand in of thy illumina- 
q ting Spirit to direct me to Chriſt, the only Way un- 
5 to Thee? And thus I continued till the 
" Year And then I hapned to read 
a Mr. Shepherd's fincere Convert, by which 1 
. plainly ſaw that what I had been a doing, 
, would not bring God and my Soul to be at 
„ Peace, fo long as I did not truſt in Chriſt. 
„And, (Bleſſed be God /) it did put me on 

going out of my ſelf, and truſting in Chriſt. 


* for Acceptance with God. 
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Thus his Feel were happily guided into the 
Way of Peace; and he was directed to caſt the 
Anchoy of Hope upon the only ſure Bottom. 


It may not be amiſs here to caution Perſons 
againſt a common, (and, as it may be feared, 
many, 4 fatal) Error : Namely ; The placing 


eformation, Duties, Affection & c. in the Room of 


Cbriſt. When Perſons come to be convinc'd of 
thelt Sinful State, and the Danger thereof; ace 
made ſenſible of their Neglects of God, and 
Tranſgreflions againſt him; and have their 
| Souls ſhaken with the Feat of his Wrath: Then 
the natural Inquiry of their Souls is, How ſhall 
T get God reconcil'd to me, and at Peace with 
me? And many propoſe this to themſelves as 
an effectual Expedient; As I bawe beretofore f. 
ſfended bim by my Sint, I will now pacifie and pleaſe 
Dim with my Duties. El h 


Accordingly they put away, as far as they 
can, theie former Tranſgreſſions; they fre- 
quently go alone, confeſs and - priy to God, 
with Humiliation and Affection: And' theſe 
Things pleaſe and eaſe them: They now rake 
up the Perſwafion that all is well between God 
and their Souls; tho? they have all this while 
neglected to make Uſe of Chriſt as their High 
Prieſt, and to repait to his Righteouſneſs 2: 
their only Safety. This is a Vanity that 
will not profit, but deſtroy « Such are fill far 
from Peace with God and en, 
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Comfort: True it is, theſe Things are go 
in themſelves; and it may be ſaid of ſuch Per- 
ſons, (as Chrift {aid of the diſcreet Scribe, Mark 
12.34) they are not far from the Kingdom of God. 
But if they reſt here, and don't go out to Chriſt 
for life, they ſtop ſhort ; For theſe Things, put 
them all together, are not the Cauſe of our Ac- 
ceptance with God; tho” they are Sigus that 
his Spirit is at Work upon us: They are not 
therefore to be reſted in, It is Chriſt who « our 
Peace: this is the Name whereby He is called, 
Eph. 2. 14+ And we muſt lay hold mm him as 
Cad i Strength in making our Peace with him: (0 
ſhall we make Peace, Iſai. 27: 5. | 


III. 


4. Account of ſome 7. emptations he was 
' ſometimes troubled with, and how he 
refiſted them. | 


1: * In the Year 1716, ſome time after I 
* had my Convi&ions ſtrong upon me, I was 
* tempted co disbelieve the Being of God, the 
® Truth of the holy Scriptures, and the Ordi- 
A nances of the Goſpel ; and to think they were 
the Inventions of Men. This was a ſore 
N T emptation to me; and would ſometimes 
come upon me when I was reading the Scrip- 
* eures. But thro' God's Goodneſs it went off 


* 
[i 
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I ſuppoſe there are few who are converted 
to ſerious Religion, bur are troubled more or 
Jeſs, at one time or another, with Temptations 
to Infidelity; more commonly, it may be, 
when God is dealing with them in a Way of 
ſound Conviction. Therefore if this be the 
Caſe of any others, let them not think ſome 
ſtrange thing bas hapned to them, What Courſe 
this Young Man took for Deliverance, he does 
not particularly ſay in the Paper I have now 
before me. But by ſome occaſional Hints I Ml + 
meet with in ſome other Papers it ſeems to be 
this; He endeavour'd to reg the FTemprati- 
on, and did not always ſtand to anſwer it: He 
cried to God for the Removal thereof, and that 
it might be ſanctified: And it appears, he 
us'd himſelf to ſuch religious Exerciſes, as tend 
to promote Acquaintance with God, and to 
leave the deep Impre ſſions of a God upon the 
Mind behind them. In ſuch a Way na Won- 
der the Adverſary was ſoon tired, and the 
Temptation ceas'd to trouble him. I ſuppoſe 
alſo Mr. Capel's Book concerning Temptations 
might be of Service to him at this Time: For 
I find he has cranſcribed ſeveral Paſſages from 
him concerning Atheiſm, which the Reader 
may meęt wich under the 7th Head. 


* 
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2.“ Thoughts about God's Fore-prdaining 
. © whitſoeyer ccmes to paſs have alſo been a 
ſore Temptation to me.” And conperping 
this he writes in one of his Papers H. The 
125 a O&TIP) 
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t Scriptures having reveal'd God's Fore- ordi- 


nation of all things that come to paſs, I would 


te accordingly believe it. Yet foraſmuch as the 
„ Tho'ts hereof do many times hinder me in 
% working out my own Salvation, and giving 
Diligence to make my Calling and Election 
* (ure ; and alſo to beget in me wicked Tho'ts: 
“Therefore, ſo far as they have a Tendency ths 
% Way, I am reſolved to put them from me, 


which I think is a Duty incumbant on 


6 L 


me 


In this he was doubtleſs in the Right. For, 
tho' it be a Truth that God has fore-ordained 
whatſoever comes to paſs, the Devil knows 
how to turn this, or any other Truth in the 
Bible, into a Temptation. And when it pro- 
duces in us hard and unbecoming Tho'ts of 
God, or diſcourages us from plainly required 
Duty, we may be ſatisfied there is a Temptati- 
on of Satan in it; and accordingly, when con- 
ſidering and diſputing the Matter within our 
ſelves don't help us, but rather (as it ſome times 
does) more perplex us, we ſhall do well to turn 
our Tho'ts from it, and as much as may be to 
put it from us. The Doctrine of the Decrees 
is what the ſtrongeſt Heads cannot enter far 
into; and for weaker Minds to be poring much 
upon it, may be to their Loſs and Damage. 
Let plain Chriſtians then believe the Decrees, 
but ' udy the Covenant. Deut. 29. 29. The ſe- 


eret things belong unto the Lord our God: but theſe 


things 
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things which are revealed belong unto ws, and to on 
Children for ver, that we mai do all the Words of 
But inaſmuch as the ſubtil Adverſary of 


Souls, endeavours to hinder many Perſons from 


working out their own Salvation as the Goſpel 
directs and requires them to do, by teaching 
them to argue after this manner, If it is ordain- 
ed that I ſhall be ſaved, I ſhall be ſay'd ; but if 
it be not ardain'd, I ſhall not be ſay'd, let me 
do what I will; I would ſtay the Reader ſo 
long as to make this Reply to it. | | 
- God's Decree doth not at all take off our 
Endeavours in the Ule of Means : For the 
End and the Means are by God joyned toge- 
ther in the Decree, therefore we muſt not (e- 
perate them, When the Apoſtle Paul was in 
imminent Danger of Shipwreck in his 
Voyage to Rome, he encourag'd the Com- 
. pany by aſſuring them there ſhould not be the 
laß of any Mans life, only of the Veſſel; For, (ays 
he, (As 27. 23, 24, 25.) there flood by me thu 
Wight the Angel of God whoſe I am, and whom | 
ſerve, ſaying, Fear not, Paul,. God hath 
given thee all them that ſail with thee. Wherefore, 


Sirs, be of good Cheer, for I believe God, that it ſhall 


be even as it was told me. Yet when the Ship- 
men were by and by going to flee our of the 
Ship, to fave themſelver by Boat, Paul ſaid to 
the Centurion, and to the Souldiers, (v. 31.) 
Except theſe abide in the Ship ye cannot be ſaved. 
Which did not at all weaken che —_— 


— 
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bad juſt defore given them from God that they 
ſhould all be ſaved ; for God that had appoint- 
ed the End, that they ſhould be ſaved, _ alſo 
appointed the Means, that they ſhould be ſav'd 
by the help of choſe Ship-men. So tho God 
has ordain'd the Salvation of them that ſhall be 
ſaved, he has ordain'd it in the way of Holi- 
neſs and Obedience; and Salvation is not to 
be obtain'd by any out of this Way. 2 Thefl. 
2.13: God hath choſen you to Salvation, through 
Santification of the Spirit. "Eph. 2. 10. For we are 
bis Workmunſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſas unto good 
Works, which God hath BEFORE ORDAINED 
that we ſrould wall in them. But to return; 


* Whieress (for a conſiderable time ſince) 
„ Almoſt every time my Heart is affected in 
„ Reading, Pray ing, 92 Singing of 
* Pſalms &c. it is preſently ſuggeſted ro me, 


* this is nothing but the Working of natural 


45 Affections, and don't come dy the Influen- 
„ Ces of the Holy Spirit, and ſo is not accep- 
4 table to God; Which Suggeſtion takes a- 
4 why all the Comfort of the Duty, and hin- 
ders me from rejbycing in, and thanking 
28 for the Afﬀiſtances of his Grace, and is 

Impediment to me in my Chriſtian 
* Courſe, and fo a great and ſore Trouble to 
me: This I believe is a Temptation of Satan 
* t me, the Enemy of our Peace and Com- 
* fort, as well as the Deſtroyer of our Souls. 


7 


5 >, * therefore (conſidering the Matter and 


Manner 
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Manner of the Suggeſtion) I ſhall endeavour 
© for the ſuture, whenſoever it is ſuggeſted, 
© immediately to reſiſt and re ject it. 


The Reaſon which makes me think it is 
* not the Working of natural AﬀeRions, and 
© nothing elſe, is becauſe I many times find 
c my Heart dull and wandering, and much 
* indiſpoſed to the forementioned Duties, and 
«© thy when my Body u in a good Temper, ” 


_ And 1 ſnall endeavour to keep my Heart 8 


_ © in an affectionate Frame, finding it to be then 00 


© eaſjeſt to keep the Heart with God. Nay ; ( 
cc is not this to have the Heart with God, 
* when the natural Affections being ſanctified 
© are carried out towards God? | 


IV. 


A Catalogue of Mercies relating to his 


The Soul is the principal Part of a Mas. bs 
Yea, the Soul u the Man, We ſhould therefore 
value other things as they have Relation to the 
Soul; and fix our Eſtimate of them by the 
Worth of tha. So this young Man ſeems to do, 
in that in his Catalogue of Mercies he ſets 


down only ſuch as relate to his Soul, And 


they ace theſe that follow, 


1 © While 
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1. © While Millions in the Worl d are with 


** out the Knowledge of Chrift, I do enjoy it, 
© and that in the Purity of it. 


„ While many in the World who do en- 

2 the Goſpel, have it with a great deal of 

« Trouble, and almoſt at the Peril of their 

6 7 I do enjoy it without Lett or Moleſ- 
* tation. 


2 * While 8 under the Goſpel re- 

main hard and ſtupid, I, together with the 

© outward means, have the Awakenings of 
God's holy Spirit. 


1 * While many others have many Impedi- 
„ ments from the Troubles of the World, I am 
in a great meaſure free from them, 


1 * While many in the Town are ſick f, 

4 and ſome taken away by Death, I am till 

in Health, and have yet time to make my 
© Peace with God, and thereby be prepared 
6 . for Sickneſs and Death. 


V. 


Some Rules and Reſolves which he made 
to himſelf. 


% 


+ This was written in che Tims of the Snal pox. | 
| C He 


Appendix. 
1. Relating to his Diet. 


Z He deſir'd to eat and drink to the Glory of God, 
for Strength and not for Druntenneß: And there- 
fore ſets down the following Rules, which, he 
ſays, he had found by Experience moſt ſutable 
to his Conſtitution of Body. 


1: ——*©*© When I work hard to eat indiffer- 
* ently hearty. | . 

2.— “ When my Work is more ealy to 
ce eat ſomething leſs. 

3. ——* When it is fitting Work, and the 
© Mind, not the Body, exerciſed, a moderate 
Diet; and, if to be had, of things eaſy to be 
* digeſted. — A very light Supper if I am 
ce tO Write or read after it. 

. For the better ſerving God on his 
% Holy Sabbath, to eat moderately thereon; and 
© to defer Supper till after ſecret Duties. j 


2. Relating to the Performance of religion 
Duties, &c. | 
Auguſt 26. 1724. 


1- © Whereas I have uſually put off my E- 
evening Prayer till Bed-time; in which I am 
* many times ſleepy, and God had little or no 
* Heart Service from me; I now purpoſe to 
* go to my Evening Devotions after I have 
* done Work, or a little before dark, and I \ 
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& ] have done to reſolve how to ſpend the E- 
© vening. This Purpoſe to hold all this Week, 
and then to reſolve further. 7 


2. Whereas heretofore T have left my 
e Morning Devotions till after Breakfaſt -— ; 
* I now purpoſe to try whether it will be 
* more Advantage to my Soul to attend the 
ce ſame before I go to work in the Morning—. 
- 2 Purpoſe to hold three Days from a- 
* bove- | 


3. © Whereas of late J have not been ſo fre- 
* quent in Ejaculatory Prayer as I have ſormer- 
* ly been ——; I now purpoſe all this 
% Week, on every day, to accuſtom my ſelf 
** more to the ſaid Duty. | 


4. © Whereas I have not kept ſuch a ſtrict 
„Watch as I ſhould with reſpe& to my Eyes, 
„I purpoſe this Week to be more careful a- 
bout it ——, 

O my Soul! look out and ſee what further 
may need to be amended, and ſet a- 
bout it Lord! I depend on 
** Thee for thy Grace. 


3 Relating to his coming into the Marri- 
age State. | 


Soon after he was free from his Maſter, he 


wrote down the following Reaſons againſt aſ- 
GY. ſociating 
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ſociating himſelf as yet with any of the Female 
Sex, in order to come into the Marriage State ; 
In which, I think, he ſhews the Wiſdom of the 
well. adviſed, And if other Young Men did 
act with the like Caution reſpecting this Mat- 
ter, it might be no Diſadvantage to them, 
They are as follow : 


1 Reaſ. © In all Probability it will be 2 
* conſiderable time before I ſhall be ſetled in 
* a way of Buſineſs, it may be ſeveral Year, 
* and for me to keep Company with a Perſon 
* ſo long may have great Inconveniencies at- 
* tending it. Viz. (1.) It to be ſure will take 
up a great deal of precious Time, which 
might be better ſpent. (2.) It may be after 
© I have kept Company with a Perſon whom 
I love and value, another may come and ob- 
© tain her, to my great Diſquietment and Un- 
F* eaſineſs. 5 3 

2. Reaſ. I do not look upon my ſelf ca- 
% pable, as yet, of making a judicious Choice; 
being biaſs'd more by Fancy than Judgment. 


To theſe he afterward added ſome Rules for 
the Choice of a Conſort, I ſuppoſe this might be 
when he had Tho'ts of entring ſoon into the 
Marriage State ; which he was about when 
Death took him off. They ſhew his, Care to 
marry in the Lard; and are as follow. 


I. © In the Choice of a Conſort, look for 
one 
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te gone who is good natur'd, of a peaceable Diſ- 
* poſition and eaſy Temper. For, (1.) How 
© uncomfortable would it be to come home 
e from Work &c, and find unpleaſant Looks, 
© harſh Diſcourſe, and conſequently the moſt 
« undelightful Company ? (2.) How unſuta- 
ce ble is ſuch a one for a boſom Friend, and 
« Sympathizer with one in Trouble ? 


2. © Look, as much as poſſible, for a reli- 
* pious Perſon : For your ſpiritual Comfort 
and Happineſs in this World, in a great 
* meaſure depends upon it. _—— One with 
** whom you may converſe ſpiricually——- 


3. ©*© Therefore ſee to it that a roving Fan- 
* cy, without Judgment, do not lead you in 
* your Choice; and that you do not look more 
* for Beauty, Money &c, than for Virtue; 
* which is more valuable and laſting than any 
* external Qualifications. The Rev. Mr. Fla- 
te del ſays, © The only ſeaſon Men have to 
weigh things judiciouſly and imparrtially, is be- 
fore their Affections are too far engaged, and 
their Credit and Reputation too much concer- 
ned.” This I think is applicable to the Choice 
of a Conſort But, O Lord; unto 

thee would I look, when I go about this 
” Work. | f7 


VI. Paſſages 


| 
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VI. 
Paſſages out of his Diary. 


It has been the Practice of many Chriſtians, 


(learned and others) to keep a Diary, or Chriſi- 
an Fournal, wherein they have written down 


for their own Uſe, the ſpiritual Hiſtory of their | 


Lives, the more material things that relate to 
their Souls ; the Dealings of God with them 
by his Spirit and in his Providence, and their 
Frames and Carriage towards him. A com- 
mendable and holy Practice this is. Such as 
have Ability and Leiſure for it would doubtleſs 
find it of Advantage to them. By this means 
Perſons would be leſs Strangers to their own 
Souls, and not at ſuch a Loſs about their ſpiri 
tual State. 

Nor are there wanting ſome Hints for it in 
Scripture, tho' the thing be not of Commandment. 
God (ſays a grave Divine ) kept a Diary in 


the Creation of the World (Gen. 1.) to preſi- 


dent this Practice to us. Yea, He keeps 4 Bool 
of Remembrance ( Mal. 3 16) {or us that think 
upon his Name; He numbers our Hairs, bot- 
tles our Tears, writes us upon the Palms of his 
hands, regiſters our Names in Heaven; and ſhall 
not we write down his Name, Works, Love 
&c*.? Moſes wrote down the Goings out "of the 
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Children of Iſrael according to their Fourneys, by 
the Commandment of the Lord. Numb. 33. 2. And 
ſome have thought the hundred and nineteenth 
Pſalm might be a Collection of David's pious 
and devout Ejaculations, the ſhort and ſudden 
Breathings and Elevations of his Soul to God, 
which he wrote down as they occur'd, and to- 
wards the latter end of his Time gather'd them 
out of his Day- Book where they lay ſcattered, 
and, adding to them ſome like Words, digeſted 
them into that Pſalm. || | 

This young Man (who ſeem'd willing to uſe 
all Helps for his ſpiricual Advantage) early be- 
gun this Practice, viz. on Fuly 14 1721, which 
was more than a Year before his Apprentiſhip 
was out, and continued it to Auguſt 7th. 1726. 
the laſt Sabbath but one of his life, in all ſome- 
thing more than five Years; and hath left 2 
conſiderable Octavos, and x Quarto, which are 
properly his Diary. They ſhew his De- 
votion towards God, his Walk with God, De- 
light in, and Zeal for God ; how careful he was 
to redeem precious Time, and how ſolſicitous 
to have the State of his Soul well ſetled; 
the Tenderneſs of his Conſcience, and the 


ſtrict Guard he kept upon his Heart, Words, 


1 Actions, his Appetites, Paſſions, and Sen- 
es. 

They were to be ſure written for his own 
private Uſe ; without a Thought, I believe, of 
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their going the leaſt further : And therefore are 
written with all Plainneſs and Simplicity. They 
abound with Complaints of himſelf, eſpecially 
on the Account of Deadneſs and Dullneſs, the 
Want of Life and Affection in ſecret and public 
Duties. I am ready to think he might place the 
Exerciſe of Devotion, and the Injoyment of 
Communion with God, too much in having 
the Affections warm'd and rais'd. For I find 
he often complains of the want of Life and Af- 
fection, when he himſelf could not but thnik he 
was hearty and ſerious in duty . How- 
ever he kept on in Duties ; and perform'd them 
many times when he himſelf was ready to ſay 
he bad no Heart or Life at all. And fo Chrifti- 
ans ought to do, and not omit Duty becauſe 
they are out of Frame for it. For where ſuch 
Indiſpoſedneſs to Duty is a Grief and Burthen, 
and there is a ſtriving of the Spirit againſt the 
Fleſh to overcome it, they are doubtleſs accept- 
ed with God thro' Chriſt, tho' they are not fo 
comfortable to our ſelves. 


I ſhall not ſtand to reduce his Diary under 
proper Heads, but tranſcribe ſome Paſſages of 
it inthe Order of Time in which they were 
written. | 


1721. This Day being kept by the Peo- 
July 14 ple of God in publick Faſting and 
h Prayer on account of the Small Pox be- 


ing in the Town, Lin my Morn” 
ing 
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ing Duties had little or no Warmth oc 
Affection, alſo while at God's Houſe 
much troubled with diſtracting Tho ts; 
but in my Evening Devotions I had 
(I think) ſome hearty Deſice of Soul 
in Prayer : O Lord ! Look on Chrift 
thy dear Son, and accept me in- him.” 


* This Day in my Morning Prayer 
T had ſome Warmth and Compo- 
ſure —, In my Evening Prayer 
little or no life ; yet my Truſt 
was in Chriſt for Acceptance. The 
Lord quicken me for the future! 


* This Day in the Morning I had 
much Warmth of Affection and De- 
light in Duty; and in a pretty well 
compoſed Frame the Remainder of 
the Day; my Delight being in the 
Hope of being in God's Favour —— ; 
but in the Evening dead and lifeleſs ; 
O Lord quicken me! | 


This Day being Lords-Day I went 
tomy Morning Devotions, but I was 
very dead, no life at all ; and while at- 
tending on the public Worſhip but lit- 
tle life. So that I found the Truth of 
what our Saviour ſays, John 6. 63. It a 
the Spirit that quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth 


wihing, And, in * place, Withs 
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17. 


18. 
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out me ye can do nothing. 


* This Morning I had ſome 
Warmth of Affection, and Hope in 


the Mercy of God thro' Chriſt. And 


thro' God's Aſſiſtance, with Care, I re- 
tain'd a ſerious Frame of Soul for ſome 
time; and, thro' God's Mercy, was 
kept from greatly diſhonouring him 
this day ; but at times froubled 
with Blaſphemous Thoughts. 


© This Day I was in a ſerious 
Frame in ſome good Meaſure, and had 
many Thoughts of another World —. 
In the Evening I had ſome Warmth 
of Affection in ſecret Prayer to God, 
and did beg of him that I might be 
excited to a diligent Preparation for 
Death 5 O Lord quicken me in this 
Work! “ 


ce Being Lords- Day, I in the Morn- 
ing read Mr. Wadſworth's doubting 
Chriſtian, and was help'd by it to ſee I 
ſhould be welcome to Jeſus Chriſt if I 
went to him in a Way of Faith, not- 
withſtanding my Heart was hard, &. 
And, ble ſſed be God! I was this Mor- 
ning enabled to truſt in him for 2 


"+ He. had the Small-Poe —— his is Vow. ; 
Al- 
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pardon, and did believe he would 


pardon me thro' the Merits of his 
Blood. In the Evening alſo ſome 
life, and a Hope in God's Mercy thro? 
Chriſt. O Lord, accept of the Perfor- 
mances of this Day thro” the Merits & 
Interceſſion of Chriſt ! * | 


© In the Morning dull 
troubled with blaſphemous Tho'ts 
ſometimes in the dav — in the E- 
vening lifeleſs ——, * 3 


* This Morning I did endeavour 
before I went to Prayer to get my 
Heart humble for Sin, but I found 1 
was inſufficient of my felf ——. ? 


This Morning ſome Warmth of 
Affection in Duty; but no Courage 
to ſpeak for God when I ſaw Occaſi- 
on for it in the Day, which makes my 
Mind uneaſy. * 


* Much out of Frame for Diity-—; 
Lord pardon and quicken ! ” 


* This Morning I was enabled to 
be ſerious before God in Prayer, and 
was in a pretty good Frame of Spirit 
thro” the Day. In the Afternoon 


much affected and 3 with the 
: 2 


zt. 


3. 


Love 


9. 


43. 
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Love of God in Chriſt to my Soul; 


and I had a Heart to ſpeak for God. 
In the Evening compoſed, lively and 
affectionate in ſecret Prayer. O Lord, 
I heartily thank thee for the Mercie 
of this Day; 


* This Day in my Morning Devo- 
tions I was lively and affectionate, and 
had a great Hope of my Intereſt in 
Chrift. In my Evening Prayer I was 
(I think) N tho not ſo lively as 


in the Morning. ” 


** This Day, being Sabbath. Day, I 
ſet my ſelf in the Morning to examine 
the State of my Soul, by ſeveral Marks 
laid down by Mr. Foſeph Alliene ; and, 
having prayed to God for his "Alf 
tance, I fer my ſelf to the Work, and 
examined my ſelf, and I found I could 
anſwer to moſt of them, if my own 
Heart did not deceive me. And I 
cannot but look upon my ſelf a Chriſ- 
tian, tho' a weak one- 


— © My Heart did riſe with An- 
ger at a ſmall * and put my Spi. 
rir out of Frame. 


Much troubled becauſe I ſaw 


one go on in a Way of Sin —— 
. 
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This Day, being Sabbath-Day, in the . 
Interval of ServiceI was ſerious in 
d Meditation on Death. F And in my 
„ Evening Devotion affectionate before 
5 God, with a Hope and Reliance on 
his Mercy. O Lord increaſe my 
Faith, quicken and fix my dull and 
VwWandering Heart 


5 This Day in my Morning Devoti- DP” ans 
ons ſome Warmth of Aﬀe&ion -——, 
in the Day ſome Riſing of Heart——, 
and alſo a cowardly Spirit in not 
I Þ ſpeaking for God, which has caus'd a 
© great Uneaſineſs in my mind: 
ks In my Evening Devotions I think T 
d, was ſerious and hearty. O Lord 
(- W quicken me, enable me to live more 
d to thy Glory, and give me Chriſtian 
Id Courage! 
in ORdber 
1 — “ Not many Thoughts of God 3. 
(- W thro' the Day. 


: Dead is the Word, O when ſhall 
nit be otherwiſe ; Lord quicken me 
i- by the Spirit 15 | 


* 


1 


W ot This vel Da five "Ten was the D 
of his Death. , ” 


11s & « My 


8, 
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&© My Tho'ts much diſturb'd thro? 
Anger, (tho' I hope not reigning) 
which when it riſes doth much dif. 
compoſe me, and hinder me in the 
Service of God. 


* Serious in Prayer in the Morn- 
ing , but few Thoughts of God 
the Remainder of the day —, Pride 
was ſtirring in me. 


© In a ferious Frame of Soul in 
Prayer this Evening——. I ob- 
ferve *tis beſt to be ſeaſonable in my 
Duties . 


* This Day in my Morning Prayer 
very lifeleſs, notwithſtanding I ſpent 
ſome time in Meditation before Prayr 
er. In the Remainder of the Day but 
few thoughts of God. And in my E- 
vening Prayer very lifeleſs, O Lord: 
I find by Experiance without the 
quickning Influences of thy Spirit, the 
beſt Duties are but inſipid things. 


“ This Day I was very confus'd & 
lifeleſs in my Morning Prayer, and 
had few Thoughts of a ſpiritual Na- 
ture the Remainder of the Day, and 
no Courage to ſpeak. for God when I 


 faw him diſhonoured, and alſo in my 
| Lven- 
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Evening Prayer lifeleſs. O Lord 


quicken me for the future? 


c This Day enviows Tho'ts troubled 
me; tho' I hope Envy does not reigs 
in me. In my Evening Devoti- 
ons fome hearty Deſices of Soul, tho 
not affectionate. 


29 


© This Day being the firſt Day of 1721-2. 


the Year, I, alaſs ! made but a poor Be- 
ginning of it. For in my Morning 
Prayer I was cold and wandering, and 
the Remainder of the Day had but 
few Thoughts of God ; alſo in my E- 
vening Prayer cold. The Lord par- 
don my Sins and Short comings thro" 
Chriſt; and grant that in this Year I 
may bring more Glory to his Name 
than in the Lear paſt, and alſo gain 
much ſaving Benefit to my precious 
and immortal Soul! 


This Day being Sabbath and Ss- 
crament- Day, tho' lifeleſs before, yet at 
the Sacrament lively, which was a 
comfortable Seaſon to my Soul 


* This Morning I think I was ſeri 
ous tho? not lively, and in a compoſed 
Frame the Remainder of the Day, & 


in my Eyening Prayer I think ſerious. 
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This Evening I ſet my ſelf to examine 
whether I was willing to receive 
Chrift upon Goſpel Terms ; and upon 
Search I found I was willing to re- 
ceive him as Prophet, Prieſt and King. 
I hope my Heart was right with God. 
But, O Lord, do thou ſearch me, and try 
me, and cauſe me to ſee if there be any way 
of Wickedneſs in me, and lead me in the 
Way everlaſting.” 


This Day in my Morning Pray- 
er I was ſerious and affectionate. O 
how ſweet is ſuch a Frame! 


© I was very uneaſy in my Mind 
this Fore-noon, becauſe I did not re- 
prove another when I ſaw him violate 
the Command of God ; but was ena- 
bled at laſt to ſpeak whereby my Con- 
ſcience was eaſy. * 


© This Day in my Morning Pray- 
er in a good Frame of Soul, but much 
diſturbed in my Mind the Remainder 
of the day, and little or no life in my 


Evening Devotions. O Lord, drive 


away all ſinful Impertinencies, and quick- 
en thou me in thy Way! 


© This Day, being Lords-Day. 
while at the public Worſhip of God! 
was 


Appendix. 
was teverent and atcentive ; but my 


Thoughts confus'd ſo that I could not 
receive the Word as ] ought, * 


e This Day, being Sabbath 15. in 
the Fore-noon at God" s Houſe I was 
in a ſerious Frame, in Hearing Mr. 
———from Heb. 12. 2. Looking unto 
Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith 
&c. In his Sermon he exhorted us to 
look off from the Creature, and to 


| look to Chriſt by Faith; and told us 


if we did not look off from that, we 
could not look aright to Chriſt. The 
Lord ſet this Sermon home _ my 
Soul for ſpiritual good. 


* I find the World is ſtriving to get 
my Heart from God, but Lord prevent 
it by thy Grace. 


“ This Day, being Lords-Day, I, a- 
laſs! was in a dull Frame in the fecret 
and public Duties of it, except in ſome 
part of the After-noon Service. I 
ſear J am looſing my 5 Love, and 
that God's Spirit is withdrawing from 
me; but I deſire to return to God 28 


the Reſt of my Soul, in whom alone, x 


find by Experience, true ſolid Comfort, 
Delight and Satisfaction are to be 
found, — 1 have found by fad 
| . | 
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Experience that temporal Delights, 


(tho' innocent in themſelves) Friends 
8c, are apt to take the Heart from 
God. —— Therefore, O my Soul, be 
careful about thy Heart ; for if thou 
letteſt it go down at any time, thou 
wilt find it a very hard Matter to get 
it into a ſerious and heavenly Frame 
again. 


This Day I hope I was ſerious 
before God in Prayer. I begg'd of 
him the warming and quickning In- 
fluences of his Holy Spirit for the Per- 
formance of Duty, and I can't but 
think God has anſwer'd my Prayer, 
for I was in a good Frame of Soul this 
Day, and alſo in my Evening Devoti- 
ons ſerious and hearty.—— I have 


lately read in the life of Mr. Matthew 


Henry, and was much delighted and 
affected with his cloſe Walk with God. 
O that I might hereby be provoked to 
Emulation!“ 


* This Morning ſerious and aſſecti- 
onate in Prayer; — but afterwards 
my Appetite was too hard for me, 
which made me dull &c. How cate- 
ful ſhould we be, left we offend in eat* 
ing, and indiſpoſe our Hearts for 
A | : 
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« This Day I ſet my ſelf to medi- 1 


L 
„ 


tate on Heaven and Hell 


« In a diſcompoſed Frame moft 
part of this Day. O Lord forſake me not 
utterly, for in thee do I truſt. ? 


* In my Morning Prayer lively and 
affectionate. O how ſweet is ſuch a 
Frame ! 


* In my Morning Devotions in an 


indifferent good Frame of Soul, but 
had but few Thoughts of a ſpiritual 
Nature this Day ; alſo in my Evening 
Prayer little or no life. I find by Ex- 
perience, if I would keep my Heart 
with God, and have Communion with 
him in Duty, T muſt walk very cir- 
cumſpectly, and be lifting up my 
Heart in Ejaculations to God in the 
Intervals of Duty, and avoid all trif- 
fling. Lord, by thy Grace enable me 
ſo to do! For in that alone do I truſt 
for Strength. 


e I this day kept a private Faſ.—. 
L find faſting is hurtful to my Health 
in my preſent State of Body. Yet I 
would uſe it as my Strength will al- 


low.“ 
E 2 
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% This Day in the Morning before 
I aroſe my Conſcience greatly trou- 
bled me, becauſe I did nor reprove a 
Perſon that ſtood in need of it. O 
how exrrcamly troublefome is it to 
the Conſcience to lie under Guilt ; be- 
yond any other Trouble that ever [ 
felt! And I found the Saying of the 


Rev. Mr. Flavel true, It a. more eaſy to 


lie upon a Bed of Straw with a good Con- 
ſcience, than to lie upon a Bed of Down with 
I would allo be 
humble before God that when I was 
in Company this Evening my Dil- 
courſe was ſo unprofitable, and this 
when the Opportunity might have 
been improv'd for ſpiritual Advan- 
tage. The Lord make me careful of 
my Company, and to be improving all 
Opportunities for his Glory. ! * 


* This Day being Sabbath. Day, I 
was almoſt in a lifeleſs Frame of Soul 
while at God's Houſe——, I find by 
Experience, I am utterly unable to 
Worſhip God in a ſuitable manner, 
without the Aids of his holy Spirit. 


i 5 This Day much diſcompoſed : 


The Reaſon becauſe I did nor admo- 
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niſh another when I ſaw Occaſion for 
it. In my Evening Prayer lifeleſs. O 
Lord ferengthen me by thy Spirit in the in- 
ward Man, and give me Strength and 


Courage to Heal for thee ; for I am very 


wea 


This Day in my Morning Devoti- 
ons I did beg of God Courage to ſpeak 


for him; and I was enabled this Day 
to warn and reprove one that ſtood in 


need thereof; and was in a pretty 
well compoſed Frame of Soul this 


Day. 


This Day in the Morning I was 
extraordinary melancholy, fo that I 
had not a Heart to pray to God in the 
uſual time. I believe ic aroſe from 
ſome Trouble, &. At laſt I went to 
Prayer, but had not much life, tho' I 
hope I was ſerious. O Lord, ſanc- 
tifie temporal Troubles for ſpiritual 
Profit; and by them let my Heart be 
more taken off from the World, and 
ſer upon thy ſelf! ” 


* This Afternoon I had the Op- 
portunity of going to the Frzday-Lec- 
ture at our Church, and heard con- 
cerning puting our truſt in God, which 
Sermon | truſt thro* Grace will be 
profitable to me. 
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© This Day, being Sabbath and Sa- 
crament- Day, in the Morning J ex- 
amined the ſtate of my Soul out of 
Mr. Matthew Henry's Communicant's 
Companion ; and I can't but think the 


Grace of God is in me of a Truth, 


tho' weak. At the Sacrament 
when my Affections began to rife, 
and be drawn forth towards God, 
they were preſently damp'd and cool'd 
again. 


J find the reading Hiſtory (tho 
innocent in it ſelf) tends to cool the 
Affections towards God, and hinders 
my Heart being with God in the In- 
tervals of Duty at this time. 


* This Evening (being Saturday- 
Evening) I took a view of the Frame 
of my Heart in Duty in the Week 
paſt, and I find it has been but a poor 
Week; dull in almoſt every Duty. 
Lord humble me herefor, and let it 
not hinder Communion with thee on 
thy Day!” 


* A Temporal Trouble now lies 
heavy upon me, and diſturbs my 
Mind——. But 1 deſire to be ſub- 
miffive and quiet under the Diſpenſa- 
tions of God's holy Providence, in or 
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and all other Reſpects; and the Lord 
grant this may be ſanRified to me, to 
wean me from this. World, and make 


me long for a better. This Morn- 
ing 1 ſpread the Caſe before God in 


Prayer; and I truſt God had a Regard 
to my Prayer thro' Chriſt. * 


\ 

ec J find the World is wooing of me 
to embrace its tranſitory and deceiv- 
ing Delights: But, O Lord, keep me 


| by thy Grace from embracing of 


them L 


* This Day being kept as a Day of 
public Faſting and Prayer by the Peo- 
ple of God, to confeſs their Sins, and 
implore his Mercies.— I was in 2 
dull Frame of Soul while at God's 
Houſe ; but in my Evening Prayer in 
a ſerious and affectionate Frame. I 
find I cannot wholly abſtain from 
Food, for the miſſing but one Meal, 


indiſpoſes me for the Service of God. 


Therefore I think it beſt, as my Body 
now is, to take ſomething, tho but a 
ſmall matter. 


* This Day I have been much con- 
cerned about my Soul, and the way 
of cloſing with Chriſt upon Goſpel 
Terms. I labour of Spiritual 
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Deadneſs, and an utter Inability. 
Yet I would reſt on Chriſt for Par- 
don, Righteouſneſs and Acceptance 
with God. ” 


* This Night my Faith in Prayer 
was pretty ſtrong ; and I have a great 
Hope that God is my Father, and ! 
his adopted Son thro' Chriſt : Which 
delights my Soul, and encourages me 
more to Duty, than any thing elfe 
whatſoever- 


* This Day my Heart did riſe in 
Anger againſt a Perſon that ſpake a- 
gainſt me; but I deſire to put it a- 
way, and heartily to forgive the Per- 


ſon: And, O Lord, do thou forgive 


him!“ | 


Much diſcompoſed about ——; 
and in my Evening-Prayer lifeleſs. 0 
Lord, tum away mine Eyes from bebold- 
ing Vaniiy, and quicken thou me in thy 
Way. ; | 


*© Much diſcompoſed this fore-noon 
about the ſame Matter as two Days 


before, which made me beg of God to 


make my Mind eaſy. And God gare 
2 gracious Anſwer ; for in the After 


noon I was abundantly better com- 


pos d. 
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pos d. I find by Experience to 
wander abroad doth but beget a wan- 
dering Heart, and (as to ſpiritual 
things) a dull Soul. But, on the other 
hand, if I ſtay at home, I injoy Con- 
munion wich God in Prayer &c. O 
how much better then is it to ſtay at 
Home than go abroad? 


In my Evening Prayer I was 
hearty, tho“ not affectionate.— The 
World is wooing and enticing my 


Heart, to draw at from God; and I - 


am ſometimes almoſt overcome —: 
But God has by his Grace kept me hi- 
therto, and I hope thro* the ſame will 
ſtil keep me. 


* This Day T attended upon the 
Funeral of my dear deceaſed Grand- Mo- 
ther, whom God in his. holy Provi- 
dence has taken away from me. But 
L would be thankful ſhe has been 
ſpar'd ſo dong to me, particularly to 
attend upon and comfort me ia my 
Sickneſs. The Lord fanctifie che Be- 
reavement &c. | 


© This being Lord. May, in the 
Morning I look*d:back to ſee what had 
been the Frame of niy heart in the 
Week paſt Ro. And, I find it has hæen 
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better with me than ſonfetimes it has 
been; tho* my ſhort-comings afford 
Matter for Lamentation— In 2 
poor dull Frame of Soul while at God's 
Houſe this day, and alſo at Noon. It 
is very uncomfortable to have the war- 
ming quickning Influences of God's 
holy Spirit withheld. But in the E- 
vening in a better Frame; and God 
ſeem'd to make up then in ſome mea- 
ſure what I wanted in the day. 


© In my Morning Devotions in 1 
ſerious Frame, alſo in a good Frame 
of Soul God-ward this day. Bleſſed 
be God for any Aſſiſtance granted to 
an unworthy Creature. I find 
there is nothing to be done to Purpoſe 
in Religion without Watchfulneſs and 
Seriouſneſs ; but with theſe Religion u 
its own Mages. 


This After-noon I had Opportu- 
nity and a Heart to fpeak in counſel- 
ling a Perſon about his Soul. The 
Lord follow it with his Blefling ! ” 


© This being Lords-Day I review'd 


the Week paſt ; the Lord help me to 


mourn for my Sins and Short-com- 
ings—. Mr. in the After- 
noon preach'd a ſerious ſutable Dit- 
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courſe concerning Chriſtians falling 
aſleep, and letting down their ſpiritu- 
al Watch, and the ill Conſequents of 
ic, with an Excication to rouſe them 
from their Sleepineſs. O Lord ſet it 
home upon my Heart for my Quick- 
ning I beſeech thee. 


© This Day much diſturbed about 
2 worldly Croſs, which occaſioned me 
to cry to God for the ſtilling and 
quieting of my Mind. I find it a hard 
Matter to bring my Will to the Will 
of God in every thing ; yea too hard 
for me without God's aſſiſtance. O 
ou make me to take Satufaction in thee 
onyy { 


* Ina ſerious Frame in my Morn- 
ing Devotion, but was not careful to 
keep my Heart in a ſpiritual Frame 
this Day; and I found the Effect of it 
at Night in being in a poor Frame of 
Soul. I find that I ſhould keep my 
Heart ſerious and eompoſed from Du- 
ty to Duty if T would meet with God 
in Prayer. f 


© This Day I arofe early in the 


Morning, and went to my Devotions, 
in which T was in a hearty Frame of 
Soul; alſo in a good Frame ſome part 
| 2 
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of this Day; but thro' Careleſſneſs 
loſt it, and fo in my Evening Prayer 
but in a poor Frame of Soul. O Lord 
quicken me by thy Spirit 


ee This Morning earneſt in Prayer 
to God for Grace, —— 


Ina poor Frame this Day being 
Lordi day. And my Heart was almoſt 
ſunk within me, while I called to mind 
my former days of Delight in God and 
Communion with him, and the loſs of 
my firſt Love, and that I was now 
grown fo lifeleſs. 


© In a good Frame of Soul in Du- 
ty : Bleſſed be God herefor! To have 
the Heart in a ſerious affectionate 
Ftame God-ward, is to me the delight- 
fulleft ching in this World. 


* My Frame of Soul in ſome mea- 
ſure good, while at God's Houſe and Ta- 
ble this Day. Bleſſed be. God for gra- 
cious Affiſtances granted. 


© This Day my Mind was very un- 
eaſy, and Conſcience much burthen d, 
on Account of my neglecting a Du, 
ty. — But at Night I was (thro 
Grace) enabled to ſpeak and eaſe my 
| 72 5 diſtreſſ.d 
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diſtreſſed Mind. O the Dreadfulneſs 


of a troubled Mind ! It far exceeds 
any Temporal Affliction. How ſhould 
this ſtir you up (O my Soul /) to uſe all 
poſfible Endeavours to get and ſecure 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, that ſo you may 
eſcape Hell, the Place of everlaſting 
Horror and Trouble of Mind?“ 


* This being the firſt Lords - Day 
in the Year, and alſo Sacrament- Day, 
] was at the Communion in a ſerious 


1712.3. 
Jan. 6. 


Frame of Soul; where I endeavoured 


to mourn in a particular manner for 
the Sins of the Lear paſt; and in a 
ſolemn manner I promis'd to live more 
to God's Glory this Year than ever .— 
O Lord, I have opened my Month to 
thee, to live to thy Glory this Year, 
O let thy Grace be ſufficient for me, 
for in that alone do I truſt to perform 
my Vows. O Lord, I commit my 
temporal Concerns that may occur 
this Year, to thy ordering and diſpo- 
ſing. Grant they may be fo ordered 
and diſpoſed, as may be moſt for thy 
Honour and Glory, and my ſpiritual 
and eternal good | | 


* O Lord, impreſs on my Soul a 
denſe of the freſh Obligations I have 
laid my ſelf under at thy Table this 
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Day to liye to thy Glory. 


* This being new Years-day I had 
2 Regard thereunto in my Morning 
Devotions, in which I was in a hearty 
Frame before God. 1 did confeſs the 
Sins of the Year paft, and lament be- 
fore God that I had no better obſerv'd 
the Engagement I had laid my ſelf 
under to him in the Beginning of the 
laft Year. ” 


ce In an indifferent good Frame of 
Soul in the After-noon of this the 
Lords-Day; in which Mr. 
preach'd. and ſhew'd that God was the 
only fatisfying Portion of a Believers 


Soul, and that all Creature Comforts 


were fleeting. O may this Diſcourſe 
make an abiding Impreſſion on my 
Heart! 


'© This being Lords and Sacrament- 
Day, T was hearty before God, tho' 
not affectionate, while at his Houſe 
and Table. O Lord, humble me for 
my Short-comings this Day, and 
quicken me in thy Way. I am at this 
time about to engage in a new Way of 


Buſineſs, O Lord, I commit the ſame 


unto thee, humbly beſeeching thee 


to lead and guide me in thoſe wa 
that 
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that may make moſt for thy Glory, & 
my good. = 


© This being Lords-Day I was de- 


tain'd from God's Houſe in the Fore- 
noon, thro* bodily Indiſpofition. But 
was able to go in the After-noon, and 


45 
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hear Mr. —— concerning Chriſtians - 


loſing their firſt Love, and the unhappy 
Conſequences thereof. O that God 
would make it a profitable Word to 
my Soul, and enable me to take off my 
Heart and affections from thoſe Ob- 
jects which tend to cool my firſt Love, 
and quicken me to Watchfulneſs and 
Earneſtneſs for the future. ” 


This Day, being Lords & Sacrament- 
Day, T think I had the Aſſiſtances of 
God's holy Spirit. O the Sweetnels 
of religious Duties when God meets 
us in them, as J hope he did me at his 


Houſe and Table. 


* In the Evening Devotions of this 
the Lords- Day, God was pleas'd to ſhine 
in upon my Soul, and the Thoughts 
of God and Heaven were fweet unto 
me. Bleſſed be God! Y 


15. 


God has at this time been threat - July tt. 


ning to take away my Siſter by Death, 


which 


18, 


1725-6; 
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which has caus'd much Concern upon 
my Spirits, and made me cry to God 
to fit her for her great Change. O 
may the Affliction be ſanctified!“ 


„hope the imperſect Services of 
this Day, (being Lords Day) found 
Acceptance with God thro' Chriſt. 0 
may the Grace of God take hold of my 
Heart, and mould it to 4 Frame and Tem- 
per of ſerious Godlinefs | God, (whole 
Mercies endure for ever) has been 
pleas'd to hear Prayers for my poor 
Siſter, and has bro't her back from the 
Gates of the Grave. Bleſſed be God 
for his Goodneſs herein. 


e This being New-Years- Day, I had 
a Regard in my Morning Devotions 
to the new Year. O Lord, I 
commit tha Aﬀairs and Concerns of 
it to thy Conduct. Over-rule and or- 
der them, as ſhall make moſt for thy 
Glory, and my Souls Good. 


© Diſcompos'd and hindred in Du- 
ty about a temporal Matter. 0 
my God, compoſe my Mind, and di- 
rect me in the Way wherein I ſkould 


90, I humbly beſeech thee ! ” 


23. 


| In 4 good Frame in the Dau 
0 
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of this the Lord's-Day ; tho', alafs ! I 
came ſhort. — O Lord, Ithank 
thee for ſuch a Meaſure of Compoſed - 
neſs about that Matter, which has of 
late been ſuch an Impediment to me 
in my Chriſtian Courſe. O Lord, go 
on to deal kindly with me in this Re- 
gard, I humbly beſcech thee. * 


ce My Frame of Soul but poor in 
the Duties of this. the Lords-Day. O 
Lord, revive thy Work in my Soul I bum- 
bly do beſeech thee, and enlarge my Heart 
that I may run in the Way of thy Com- 


mandments |! ” 


In a good Frame of Soul in my 
Evening Devotions, and retain'd the 
ſame till I went to Reſt, O how ſweet 
i it to bave the Heart enlarged God- ward 
0 Lord, Grant thu Favour to thy Servant, 
I bumbly beſeech thee. *! 


Theſe are ſovze of the Paſſages 
which I have ſelected out of his Diary. 
They ſeem to be the genuine Breath- 
ings of a gracious Soul, and plainly to 
ſhew that Religion was his Buſineſs, 
and the Favour of God his chief De- 


light. 


47 


J une 26, 


July 4: 


it. 
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VII. 


Some Paſſages tranſcrib'd for his own Uſe 
out of the Authors which he read. 


It was his Cuſtom to tranſcribe the things 
he met with in reading, which were moſt ſuit- 
ed to his Caſe, and with which he was moſt 
affected. He hath left behind him Books of 
ſuch Tranſcripts. And tho' ſome may be rea- 
dy to think this needleſs, I can'c but think it 
was a uſeful and commendable Employment, 
and ſuch as may be recommended to others. By 
writing them over the things were better fix d 
in his Memory, and by the Help of an Index 
which he made, he had them more ready for his 
Ule than as they lay in the Books he gather'd 
them out of; and the Time ſpent in this, might, 
perhaps, have been ſpent to leſs good Purpoſe, 
I ſhall be at the Pains to tranſcribe 4 few of the 
Paſſages over again, not only to ſhew his Judg- 
ment and ſpiritual Taſte in collecting them, 
but becauſe they are of general Importance, & 
for the Sake of ſome of the Readers eſpecially, 
who, it may be, will never elſe meet with 
_ They ſhall be under the following 
Heads. EE 


Of 


Appendix. 


Of Original Sin. 


By his Exerciſe of Repentance (which the 
Reader has already had, p. 4. F.) it appears 
how much concern'd he was to be deeply con- 
vinc'd of ths Sin. And for his Help herein, 
under the Bleſſing of the holy Spirit, he tran- 
ſcrib'd the following Paſſages out of Mr. An- 
drew Gray's Book intituled, Spiritual Warfare. 


1. What original Sin is. # 


(1) © Original Sin is the Imputation of 
*the firſt Tranſgreſſion of Adam unto us. (2.) 
* It doth comprehend the Want of original 
* Righteouſneſs. (3.) It comprehends a 
** Proneneſs to all Evil, and an Ineptitude, and 
* Unfitneſs for the doing any good. Rom. 


F. 12, 13, 14+ Eph. 2. 1. 


2. Advantages of being convinc'd of origi- 
nal Sin. 


(10 © Itremoves Impediments of our love 
to Chriſt ; for it is impoſſible for any to have 


high Thoughts of the Love of Jeſus Chriſt, & 


* of the Offers of Mercy, unleſs he be convinc'd 
* of Original Sin. Rom. F. 6, 7, 8. (2.) It 
* doth exceedingly commend the Omnipoten- 
e cy of Grace in 9 Corruption. 95 

8 2 t 
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tis a compendious Way to keep the Chriſti. 
© an in the Exerciſe: of Humiliry, after the 


* higheſt Attainments of Mortification, or un- 
der the higheſt Attainments of Communion 
* and Fellowſhip with God. (4) It keepeth 
"* him under the deepeſt Impreffions of the 
** Sinfulneſs of Sin. (J.) It is an excellent 
Way to keep the Chriftian under the moſt 
* watchful and fearful Frame. (6.) Ir is that 
* which putteth a Chriſtian to a holy Diffi- 
* dence in his own Strength, and maketh him 
to be much in the Employment of the 
** Strength of him whoſe Name is JEHO- 
r 


3. Reaſons why we ſhould labour in the 
Mortification of original Sin. 


(I.) © All Mortification is in vain, and as 
* the beating of the Air, until once original 
Corruption be mortified. — This is the 
* Mother Sin therefore. you muſt mortifie it. 
.) It is an undeniable Evidence of a Chril- 
tian, to be taken up in the mortifying of this 
Sin: For we conceive it impoſſible for a 
** Hypocrite to attain to ſuch a length, to ſtu- 
dy the real Mortification of original Corrup- 
* tion. It was the Practice of thoſe two holy 
* Men, David, Pſal. fr. F. and Faul, Rom. 7. 
*24. (3.) This ſpeaks the Neceflity of the 
© Mortification of original Sin, all the Duties 
of a Chriſtian are de filed and am 4 
i | . 


i. And (4. It is that Sin that doth exceedingly 
he I © war againſt the Grace of God in a Chriſtian. | 


n. © Would you know why Grace is in ſuch a 
n * „ langniſhing State? It is becauſe of the Pow - 


ther of original Sin. 

16 

nt 4. How a Chriſtian may come to have the 
| Impreſſive Conviction of original Sin. 

At 

I- (1:) * Let him be much in the Exerciſe of 


mn © „Self. Examination; and when he ſhall reflect 
ie „ upon himſelf he will behold inward Motions 
)- If © unto every Sin that hath. been named among ſt 
4 le Gentiles. Who is ſo great a Stranger to his 
„own heart, but if he reflect upon it, may 
e ſometimes ſee the Stirrings of almoſt all Cor- 
" ruptions ? Which tells the Chriſtian there 
is a Fountain within him, that would ſend 
"S in . forth the ſame bitter Waters, were they not 
l " graciouſly reſtrained. (2.) Let him be much 
e in the Study of the Spirituality of the Law. 
2 © This was the Way the Apoſtle Paul took 
for the Conviction of original Sin. Rom. 7. 
F x 3) He ſhould be much in Prayer for that 
a Spirit who convinceth the World of Sin; that He 
Y © may imprint thoſe Convictions upon you, 
- q which may make you fer down, and bewail 
our ſelves in the bitterneſs of your Souls. 5 
2 
5 


* 
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Of Atheiſm. 


The Reader has already been inform'd 
(p. 9-) how he was troubled with Temptations 
to Atheiſm. This, I ſuppoſe, put him upon 
reading Mr. Capel on Temptations, and tranſcrib- 
ing from him hat follows. ; 


© Atheiſm is the greateſt Sin that is, in that 
it ſmites at the Root of all. For to ſay the 
© Truth, (1. ) all Sin comes from Atheiſm : For 
© who would Sin did he verily think there was 
*a.God who ſaw all, and would . puniſh all? 
©(>.) And all Sin tends to Atheiſm : When 
© we have ſinned, Sin doth draw toward Athe- 
© iſm exceedingly. When we are in Sin, we 
© muſt be either willing to go out of it by Re- 
© pentance, or elſe we ſhall be willing to turn 
© Atheiſts ; the beſt of our Play then being to 
© feed our felves with a Conceit, that all is but 
© Talk to hold Men in awe. When the Con- 
© ſcience will not get quiet by turning to God 
© by Repentance, then it will ſeek to quiet it 
© ſelf by Unbelief, bearing it ſelf in hand there 
is no ſuch thing as Hell to torment Men in. 

* Satan doth all he can to make Men Athe- 
© iſts, becauſe when there is no Fear of God be- 
© fore their Eyes, they will ſin all manner of 
Sins which the Devil would have them ſin. 
© Pal. 14. x. The Fool hath ſaid in bi Heart there 


n God. What follows ? They are corrupt, 
' | © they 
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' they have done abominable Works. The 
Devil cannot be an Atheiſt, for he e & 
* rrembles ; vet he bears good. will to Atheiſm 
becauſe it doth advance his Kingdom. 
„Atheiſm being the moſt damning Sin that is, 
* he doth Uſe all means to wipe out of the 
Heart of Man the Impreſſions of the God- 
bead; : and the beſt Men that be have too ma- 
ny Thoughts this Way; it is the Maſter Vein 
in our Original Luſt. And were it not for 
"the Law of Nature, Satan, and our Sin would 
: make monſtrous flat Atheiſts of us. But God 
- hath ſo wrought in us the Impreſſion of a De- 
"ity, being the main Pillar of the Law of Na- 
ture, that we never can poſſibly, nor all the 

Devils in Hell coming in with their Forces, 
, utterly extinguiſh it in our Hearts. And 

therefore we find the deepeſt Atheiſts in the 

„World. when in Extremity, and put to it by 

ſome ſudden Affrightment, do uſe to cry out, 

0 God! O Lord! 
But after all when a Chriſtian is ſet upon 

with ſome fierce Temptation to Atheiſm, I 


to enter into Diſpute with his own Reaſon ; 


for the Underſtanding of Man is too weak, 
and too ſhort, to reach the Comprehenſion of 
"a Deity: He that ſhall take in his own 
Thoughts, and muſe about the Nature and 
infinite Being of God, ſhall but let in Satan 
the more. The Counſel then I am bold to 
Bure the poor Chridian! is, not to ſtud this 
10 c Point, 


Ml 
' 
i 
l, 
N 
i 
I} 
0 
k 
' | 
. | 


would wiſh him to do theſe things. (r.) Not 
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Point, but to take his Mind off from thinking 
© and diſputing this Argument, leaſt he come 
to ſay in his Heart, I cannot conceive what 
© God is, and therefore I doubt me there is no 
* ſuch Being. Away then with all Reaſoning; 
and Diſputings about this Subject. (2.) Then 
* cleave to the Word, and ſay, tho* my Reaſon 
cannot tell what to make of it, tho' Luſt in 
; me ſay there is no God, and moſt do live as 
if there were no God; Yet becauſe it is the 
© Word, the Scripture ſaith it, T muſt, and will, 
* and do believe it. We muft ſee God, and 
Heaven, and all in the Word. Doubts, I 
know, that have any. Ground, ought to be 
© ſcanned, diſputed, anſwered : But Atheiſm 
is a Denial of the firſt Principle of all Religi- 
on, and ſuch a Principle ought not to be ſo 
much-as queſtioned. It is a meer Scruple, 
and the ſafeſt Way is to reject it as ſoon, and 
as often as it doth come; put it off as a thing 
© neither worth, nor fit for Conſideration. We 
* ſhall find that by often rejecting ſuch Scru- 
© ples, the Conſcience will be better confirmed 
* and ſettkd, than by going about by Reaſon 
and Arguments to anſwer them. He that 
© ſhall go about by the Force of his own Witt to 
* conquer his Atheiſm, is in great Danger to 
fall into ſome Degrees of it; for when he ſees 
that Reaſon cannot find out what this God 
*is, he will come to queſtion all, and to think 
*there is no ſuch Being. He then doth beſt, 


* who doth diſpute leuſt, and in che Heat ot 
+ 7 
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* the Temptation, refts himſelf wholly on the 
* Word. 


Helps for the due Management 
of the Duty of Self-Fxamina- 


tion. 


It appears from his Diary this was a Duty 
wherein he was frequent, and for his Aſſiſ- 
tance herein, that he might come to a well- 
grounded Satisfaction reſpecting the State of 
his Soul, he tranſcrib'd from the excellent Mr. 
Flavel, the following Rules for the clearing of 
Sincerity, and Diſcovery of Hypocriſie. 


| Rule 1. We may not preſently conclude 
*we are in the State of Hypocriſie, becauſe we 
find ſome Workings of it, and Tendencies to 
dit in our Spirits: The beſt Gold has ſome 
Droſs and Alloy in it. Hypocriſie is a Weed 
naturally ſpringing up in all Ground; the 
beſt Hearts are not perfectly clear from it--— 


Rule 2. Every true Ground of Humilia- 
*tion for Sin, is not a ſufficient Ground for 
* doubting and queftioning our State and Con- 
dition. There be many more things to hum- 
ble us upon the Account of our Infirmities, 
than there are co ſtumble us on the Account 
* of our Integrity. 


1 * Rule 
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Rule 3. A ſtronger Propenſion in out 
© Nature, and more frequent Incidence in our 
© Practice to one Sin than another, doth not 
© preſently infer our Hypocriſie, and the Un- 
© ſoundneſs of our Hearts in Religion. It is 
© true every Hypocrite has ſome Way of Wick- 
© edneſs, ſome Luſt that he rolls as à ſweet 
© Morſel under his Tongue, and is not willing 
© to part with &c, and this undoubtedly argues 
© the Infincerity and Rottenneſs of his Heart—. 
And it is true alſo that the Nature and Con- 
© ftitution of the moſt ſanctified Man inclines 
© him rather to one Sin than to another, tho' 
© he allows himſelf in none; yea, tho' he ſet 
© himſelf more waechfully againſt that Sin than 
© another, yet he may ſtill have more Trouble 
© and Vexation, more Temptation and Defile- 
ment from it than any other.— 


Rule 4. A greater Backwardneſs and In- 
diſpoſedneſs to one Duty rather than another, 
* doth not conclude the Heart to be unſound 
© and falſe with God, provided we do not diſ- 
like and diſapprove any Duty of Religion, or 
© except againſt ic in our Agreement with 
Chriſt, but that it ariſeth meerly from the 
1 Weakneſs and Diſtemper we labour 

under. | 


Rule 5. The Glances of the Eye at Self 
© Ends in Duties, whileſt Self is not the Weight 
that moves the Wheels, the principal End & 

5 Deſign 
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t | *© Deſign we drive at, and whileſt thoſe Glan- 
r | * ces are corrected and mourned for; do not 


t © conclude the Heart to be unſound and hypo- 
critical in Religion. 


Rule 6 The Donbts and Fears that hang 
t upon and perplex our Minds about the Hypo- 
o criſie of our Hearts, do not conclude that 
s i © therefore we are what we fear our ſelves to 
be. God will not condemn every one for an 
- | © Hypocrite that ſuſpects, yea, or charges him- 
* ſelf with Hypocriſie — 


He alſo wrote from the ſame Anthor, the 
following Queſtions by which to examine whe- 
ther CHRIST was the King of his Soul - 


Queſt. x. © To whom do I yield the maſt 
prompt, chearful, and conftant Obedience? 
To the Commands of Chriſt, or to the Soli- 
+ i © citations of Satan, and my own Luſts? He 
chat hath my Obedience, the ſame is my Lord 
and King. Rom. 6. 16. To whom ye yield 
tour ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants ye 
1 i © are to whom ye obey, When God and Con- 
* 8 * ſcience call me to pray, and the World calls 
dme off to attend- its enſnaring Pleaſures, and 
f unneceſſary Employnents, which of theſe 
Calls do I pay Obedience to? 


Queſt. 2. © Who governs the ſecret and un- 
* ſen part of my life ? That every Man is in 
NY I 2 ö the 


Err 


58 Appendix. 


© the Account of God, which he is in ſecret; 
© Rom. 2 28, 29. Now, who is King in the 
© Cloſet? And what Rules do my Thoughts 
move by? If Chriſt bring my Thoughts in- 
to Obedience, ſo that I dare not indalge to 
my ſelf a ſinſul Liberty, to enjoy the ſpecula- 
tive Pleaſure of the Sins I have acted, or 
would a& had I Opportunity for it: Andif 
Tam in the Fear of God when alone, and 
make Conſcience of my ſecret, as well as 
public Duties, then I am under Chriſt's Go- 
vernment, and He is King of my Soul. 2 Cor. 
10. 5. Mat. 6. 6. But if I make an external 
© Shew of Obedience to Chriſt, and ſecretly 
* obey my Luſts, I am really the Servant of 
© Sin, and belong to another King. O my 
* Conſcience, what ſay'ſt thou to theſe things? 


Queſt. 3- © Whom do I follow, or heartily 
© reſolve to follow, when it comes to a parting 
© point betwixt Chriſt and the World? When 
© I muſt cleave to the one, and forſake the o- 
© ther, (Mat. 6. 24.) do I with full Purpoſe of 
© Heart cleave to the Lord? Acts 11. 23. Is 
© it my fincere Reſolution to follow the Lamb 
* whitherſoever he goeth ? Rev. 14. 4. Or 
© have I ſecret Reſerves to quit Chrifts Service, 
f and give Religion the Slip, when it comes to 
© real Diſtreſs and Difficulty? Theſe are 
© ſounding Queſtions, and will diſcover whoſe 
Government we are under. | 
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To ſtir himſelf up to be frequent in the 
practice of this great Duty, and that he might 
s not be ſlight and ſuperficial, but ſerious and 
- BE through in it, he wrote alſo the following Pa- 
> 8 rcagraphs ; 


r * Qurely that Ground- Work can never be laid 
f WW © too ſure, upon which ſo great a Streſs as the 
d © Soul and Eternity muſt depend. It will not 
s | © repent thee (I dare promiſe) when thou com- 
* | eſt to die, that thou haſt employed thy Time 
and Strength to this End. Whileſt others are 
panting after the Duſt of the Earth, and ſay- 
ing, Who will ſhew us any good? Be thou 
panting after the Aſſurance of the love of 
God, and crying, Who will ſhew me how to 
make my Calling and Election ſure ? 

Are you not troubled with a buſie Devil, as 
well as with a bad Heart? Hath not he who 
g circuits the whole World, obſerved you ? 
n * Hath he not ſtudied your Conſtitution Sins, 
and found out that Sin which moſt eaſily be- 
of W * ſets you? Hath he leſs Malice againſt your 
Is Souls than others? Surely you are in the ve- 
b ty Thick of Temptations; thouſands of 
Ir i * Snares are round about you. Oh how diffi- 
e, © cultly are the righteous ſaved! How hard 
o to be upright! How few even of the pro- 
e © fefling World win Heaven at laſt ! O there- 
ſe fore ſearch your Hearts, Profeſſors, and let 

this Caution go down to your very Reins; 
let bim that thinks be ſtands, take beed leſt be 
o fff - fal. VN * Beg 


a «a 


—_  - Apptndix. 
- © Beg the Lord that you be not deceived in 

© thar great Point (your Integrity) whatever 

© elſe you may be miſtaken ib. Pray that you 

© may not be given up to an heedleſs, careleſs 

© and vain Spirit, and then have religious Du- 

: ties for a Rattle to ſtill and quiet your Conſci- 
ences. | = £4 0h 


Cautions againſt ſpiritual De- 
clenſions. 15 


He was not only ſollicitous to have the 
. Grace of God in him of a Truth, but to grow 
in Grace, and to have the lively and vigorous 
Exerciſe. of it in his Soul maintain'd and kept 
up. He often expreſſes in his Diary a fear of 
looſing his Firſt-love, and having a Spirit of 
Indifferency in Matters of Religion prevail up- 
on him. This put him upon writing ſome 
Cautions againſt ſpiritual lenfions, out of 
the life of Mrs. Elizabeth Bury, p. 190. 191. 


© A declining State is incident to the beſt, 
and therefore to be feared by all. There 
© are ſome that aſſert a total Apoſtacy from 
true Grace ;,— but we may comfortably 
© conclude from God's unchangeable Love, De- 
© cree, Almighty Power engaged for Perſeve- 
© rance ; and from our Union with Chriſt, & 
© his conſtant Interceſſion for us, that the Habits 


© of true Grace cannot be loſt, But, pr ! 
0 wo 


Hf 
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; ' what Abatements may there be in the Do- 


bees. and Exerciſe, in the Life and Strength 
vol it! And how ſad and deplorable is ſuch a 


"Caſe ? Who can but pity a robuſt Body re- 


" duced to a Skeleton by a pining Conſump- 
tion! ? And is leſs Pity due to Souls decli- 
ning in their Graces? When ardent Love 
Hong Deſites, humbleſt Mournings, let 
Joys, are all withering, or choaked with 2 
Confluence of worldly Joys, Cares, or Plea- 
' ſures ! Ay! the Sadneſs of this State 
The beſt are apt to decline in Duty, ia their 
Love and Affection to it; and ſometimes ſind 
"A ſad Diſtance from God, a Strangenels to 
him, and Shineſs of him in prayer, which yet 
' afore has been their greateſt Delight, and 
„Heart-eaſe. Surely reſtraining of Prayer is 2 
very ſad Mark, and when our Hearts don't 
' joyfully anſwer his Call to ſeek his Face! 
And little better when our wandring Spirics 
"are not watch'd over, call'd in, & made to ply 
their Work, but Flies light on the Sacrifices 
chat us'd to flame: Nay, # but our Cheàr- 


* fulneſs i in Duty ſhould abate, how hearily 


„hall we drive? IH what was once our 

light, becomes our Task and Burthenf 2 
If after Duty no Advantage, no nearer to 
God, no fuller Reſolutions, no humbler Re- 
ſgnetions, how weary ſhall we-quickly be of 
; 0ur-choiceft Happineſs, for che Enjoyment of 
' ſome iffeciour Good, or foul Corruption, 
- which ur treacherous Hearts have ih . 
el 
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len in Love with, while we yet profeſs to be 
© entirely Gods? There are in the beſt ſuch 
Remainders of Corruption, as ever incline to 
Apoſtacy; for none are ſo compleatly ſancti- 
* fied, but the Fleſh is ſtill Luſting againſt che 
- Spitit; and Corruption is an active Principle, 
very importunate, and not eaſy to be denied: 
7 The Temptations of Satan are always aſſault- 
ing, and our Corruptions very ready to fide 

with them: Yea, and God's juft Deſertions 
r often concur ; for tho' he does not withdraw 
| © his Love and Care, yet for our Neglects he 

often may, and does ſuſpend his Influence 
iand Aſſiſtance, and then what are we? 
: Trie your preſent Caſe, . whether you are 
; growing or declining. If Grace withers, ſo 
. muſt Comfort. If this be your Caſe, remember 
. whence you are fallen, and repent, and do 
- your firſt Works, and lay freſh Hold on the 
great Redeemer. If your Caſe be better, 
Bleſs God & c-. 


Breath improved. 


5 el paſſages in his Diary ew how con- 


cCerrn'd he was to reprove and counſel others for 


«heir ſpiritual Good, and what a Grief it was to 
hic ſometimes when he had been in Compa- 
ny, and nothing had paſs'd that was good to the 
Uſe of edifying, and for the miniſtring Grace 10 
tbe Hearers 4. That he might be excited in this 
> dee p. 34 and 35. of the Appendix. 
85 ; ' way 
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o glori fie the God in whoſe band out Breath 4 
n he he erib d the following excellent Thought 


on the Improvement of our Breath, from 4 Mr, 
Ti Flavel , Treatiſe of the _ 


ie *Let your Breath protnote che ſpiritual 
"> ' life of others, as well as maintain the natural 
ru is life in your ſelves. Tho' the maintaining of 
„ , your natural liſe be one End why God gave 
15 Jou Breath, yet it is not the only, or prinei- 
E * pal End of it- Your Breath muſt be Food to 
: "others, as well as life to you. Prov. 10. 21. 
Tb. lips of the righteous feed many... It will be 
comfortable to reſign that Bteath to God at 
10 „Death, which hath been inſtrumental to his 
8 Glory! in this life. It was ng low Encomiunr 
* Chriſt gave of the Church, when he ſaid, 
25 Cant. 4. 11. Thy lips, O my Spouſe, drop as the 
* * Honeycomb, Honey and Milk are under thy 
"i Tovgue, Sweet, wholſome, and —— 
Words, drop from her lips. They drop (ſaith 
Chrift) as the Honeycomb, - Some Drops ever 
"and anon fall actually, and others hang at the 
hy ſame time prepared and ready to fall · Suck a 
„ prepared and habitual Diſpoſition ſhould eve- 
ry Chriſtian continually have. Your Words 
0 i , may ſtick upon Mens Hearts to their Edificas 
| *tlon and Salvation, when you are in your 
, ; Graves: Your Tongues may now ſow that 
„precious Seed, which may ſpring up to the 
* * Praiſe of God, tho* you may not live to rea 


-the Comfort of it In this World, John 4. 15 


— — — — — — . 
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237. Tis à rich Expence of your Breath to 
© bring but one Soul to God, and yet God hath 
©*uſed the Breath. of one, as his Inſtrument, to 
* fave, edifie, and comfort the Souls of Thou- 
© ſands. Prov. 11. 30. The Fruit of ibe righteous 
"#4 Tree of life, and be that winneth Souls u wiſe, 
The Lord make all his People wiſe in this 
_ -*© Surely, whether we conſider the invaluable 
© Worth and Preciouſneſs of Souls, the Benefits 
© you have had from the Breath of others your 
© ſelves, the innate Property of Grace wheres 
Lever it is, to diffuſe and communicate it ſelf; 
* how ſhort a time you have to breath, and 
_ ©how comfortable it will be, when you breath 
? your laſt, to remember how it hath been em- 
*ployed for God a All this ſhould open your 
lips, to counſel, reprove, and comfort others, 
Las often as Opportunity is miniftred, 
Did Chriſt ſpend his Blood for Souls, and 
© ſhall not we ſpend our Breath for them? If 
© you will not ſpend your Breath for God, how. 
will you ſpend your Blood for him? If you 
© will not feak for him, I doubt you will not 
die for him. Away with a ſollen Reſerved- 
© nefs, away with unproficable Chat, all Sub- 
* je&s of: Diſcourſe are not fit for a Chriſtians 
© lips. Tis 4 grave Admonition God once 
© gave his People by the Pen of a faithful 1 
Miniſter; You may rue (ſaith he) the Opportuni- 
© ties you have loſe, Here lay a poor Wretch with 


——— —_ 
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one Foot in Hell, would he not have ftarted bac 75 
ch e bad had Light to diſcover bis Danger ? Vel, 
to . % are non, tag et ber, ſomething you maſt ſay 5-890 
ume Breath would ſerve for a tompaſſionate Ad. 
us 0 moniti on as fe or 4 complaiſant Impertinency, whic 
ſe * will redound to neither of your Advantages, You 
ht part, the Man dies, and in the.mid{t of Hell cries 
* aut againſt you, One Word of yours. might have 
* ſaved me; you had me in your reach, jeu might 
" bave told me my Danger; you forbare, I hardened 5 
: the Lord reward your Negligence. 


A miſcellaneous Collection of Say- 
' ings, Sentences, Ob fervations, 
c, which he gather'd out of 


ſeveral Books, many of them 
af out of the life of Mr. Phillip 
W 0 3 SPI RE no? 80 
* IWe cannot expect too little from Man, nor too 


ot much from God. Rules for Converſati- 

on; Have Communi with few, be familiar with 

one: Deal juſtly with all, ſpeak evil of none. 

In whatſoever we do we ought to approve our ſelves 
e God, and to our e. Conſciences, in Truth. and 
Uprightneſs, and the Lord whom we ſerve, can and © 

th will certainly , bath bear us out; and bring us off 

with Comfort in the Eud.——— He that repenteth 
very day of the Sins 4 every day, when be cometh 
6 . n 10 


- * 


6 


Mien. 


Xn will bave the Sins but - of one- day to re ent 


J Every Creature is that tows, tad» only 
that, which God makes it to be. Duty i is ours, 
"Events are Gods, | The Soul is the Man, 
and therefore that is beſt for in, which is beſt for 
our Souls. = The Devil cozens us of all our 
time, by cozeming ws of the preſent time. 
the End of one Mercy were not the beginning of ano- 
ther, we were undone.—— Arguments again} 
Sin, or an Antidote ready for an Hour of Fey 
Vaſe, for . ſake expreſs d in theſe four 
Perles 


SY [7 this hy A — eſs to 0 Friend 2 ? 
It will be bitterneſs in the End. 

Tube Vous of God upen me lie; 

* Should ſuch a Man as I am lie 5 


oe. e 


i "Fur things which a Man GUS not for all 
the World have againſt him, The Word of God, 
His own Conſcience, The Prayers of the Poor, and 
'the Account of godly Miniſters. 

Some good Principles which Chriftians ſhould 
govern themſelves by: That God who is the fi 
"and beſt 7 ald — the firſt and beſt. That « 
Part in Chriſt is a good Sag That Soul Proſper: 
ty ir the beft Profperity ; and that it js well or il 
with ws, according -as it is well, or ill with our Souls: 
That Honeſty is the beſt Policy. That thoſe who 
would have the Comfort of Relations, muſt be care. 
1 to 45 the Duty of hems That all is well _ 
| end; 


n * . ; Z 
+3 4 * * 8 0 ” - = — * * ; 
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ends everlaſtingly well, That Time and the Things 


Appendix 75 


* 


of Time, are nothing compared with Eternity, That 
it is better to ſuffer the greateſt Affliction, than 10 


commit the leaſt Sin, That it bighly concerns ur 
to do that now, which we ſhall moſt w:ſh wwe bad 


done when we come to die. That Work for God is 


its. own Wages, That it i, Folly for a Man to do 


that which he muſt certainly undo again by Repen- 
tance, or be undone to all Eternity. — 8 


We have three Unchangeables, to oppoſe to all 


Mutabilities; an unchangeable Covenant, an 
unchangeable God, and an unchangeable Heaven: 
And while theſe chree remain, welcome the 
Will of our heavenly Father in all Events that 
may happen to us; come what will, nothing 


can come amiſs to us. We muſt expect a 
Snare and Temptation at every Turn, and wall ac- 
cordingly.—— A good Book is a good Compani- 


on at any time, but eſpecially a good GOd. 


Keep low in your Thoughts of your ſelf, but aim high 
in your Defires.— How bard is it to love, and notio 
overlove the Creature? God # a jealow- God, 

who will not ſuffer the Creature to uſurp bu Throne 
in our Affection. Reprieves extraordinary 
(meaning from Sickneſs) call for Returns extraor- 


dinary.——- Thoſe Ordinances that do not ſoften, 


* barden.— Lord, thou art enough for Heaven, 
enough for thy ſelf. and art thow not enough for 
me Wie bad as good fin wilfully, as do what 


God. commands unwillingly Alaſs, my 


ly. | 
God) M bat did 1 think of when I thought not of 
tber? What was 1 mindful of when I forgot thee 2 


- Go 


— Prajer and. Meditation ſhould be inſtead 
of a thouſand Recreations. —— Our Underſtand. 
6925 cannot, O that our Lives did not deny God 


Without the Underſtanding of the Will of God by by 
Ward, our Sight a but Blindneſs, our Underſtanding 
Ivorunce, our Wiſdom Fooliſhmeſs, and our Devotion 
Faud and Hypocriſie.— Do what you know 
10 be your preſent, and God will acquaint You with 
jour future Duty, as it comes to be preſent, —— 
Make it your Buſintſs to avoid known Omiſſions, & 
God will keep you from feared Commi ſions. He 
that will do all that & lawful, will ſoon be drawn to 
#bat which i unlawful. The Words of Sr. 
John Maſon, a Courtier, who had been Privy- 
Counſeller to ſeveral Kings, at the -Cloſe of his 
life; I have learned by many Years Experience, that 
Serinuſneſs « the beft Wiſdom, Temperanct i the beſt 
Phyfick, and a goed Conſcience the beſt Eſtate ; and 
1 would change the whole life I bave lived in the 
Palace, for one Hours Enjoyment of Ged in the 


983 A things elſe forſake me, beſide my 
my Duty, and my Prayer, The Words 


of Galeacius Caraccialus, à noble Marqueſs ; 1 
ſhould not look upon my ſelf to be worthy to ſee the 
Face of Ged, if I did net prefer one Hours Communi- 
on with Chriſt, before all the Riches and Pleaſures of 


the Morld. 


p 


Concern 
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Appendix. 6, 
Concerning Death and the Grave. 


As he though: much on theſe *, ſo he wrots 
concerning them the following Things, which 
he ſomewhere met with. "70 1 222 


Zy Death we finiſh the ſorrowful Buſineſs 
© of a wretched Life, towards which we bave 
been always travelling, ſleeping and waking; 
* and by what crooked Path ſoever we walked, 
* yet it led us the ſtrait Way to the Gate of 
Death. Neither can our beloved Compani- 
* ons, our Goods, Riches, and Honours, flag 
eus one Hour from entring into the all-devour- 
ing Dungeon of Death, which is not ſatisfied 
* with the by-paſt Generations, but ſtill criech, 
* All Fleſh # Graſs, till it have conſumed all. 
Thus the Tide of Man's life once declining, 
makes a perpetual Ebb, never to return hicher; 
: and his Leaf fallen, ſhall, never ſpring again 


Trees caſt their Leaves, and ſpring again; 


Maus Leaf once caſt, doth. ſo remain. 
Fun being ſet returns with Ligbt; 
Mans Light i ſhort, long laſting Night- 


He alſo wrote the following Scriptures con- 
cerning Man's. Mortality: 


"TS. 


| | E 
Appendix, p. 27. | 


Gen: 


70 Appendix. 


Gen. 3. r9. Duſt thou art, and unto Duft thou 
ſhalt r erurn, | 


Job 7. 6. My Days are ſwiſter than a Weavers 
Shuttle, and are ſpent without Hope. Wie 


Chap. 9. 25. Now my Days are ſwifter than a 
Poſt : they flee away, they ſee no good, 
v. 26. They are paſſed away as the ſwift Ships 
8# the Eagle that haſteth to the Prey. 2 


Chap. 14. 1. Man that à born Fa Woman, i 
of few days, and full of Trouble. | 
v. 2. He cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut 
down : He fieeth alſo as a Shadow, and continuetl 
Rot. 


Pfal. 39. 4. Tord, make me to know mine 


End, and the Meaſure of my Days, what it u 3that 


T may know how frail Jam. 


5. Behold, thou baſt made my Days as an Hand. 
breadth, and mine Age # as nothing before tbee: Ve- 
rity, every Men at bu beſt State # altogether Vaniij. 


Pal. 90. 12. So teach us to number our Days, 
that we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. 
| % 


And it is remarkable the very laſt Thing it ap- 
pears he tranſcrib'd, was the following ſerious, 
tho plain, Piece of Postry, with this Title pp 


1 


on it, 


I'M 


„ - _ 
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al The Paſſing Bell. 


oy Come, honeſt Sexton, take thy Spade, 
And let my Grave be quickly made. 


* Thou ſtill art ready for the Dead, 
: Likea kind Hoſt to make their Bed: 
J now am come to be thy Gueſt, I 
4 In ſome dark Lodging give me Reſt: 
un | I very weary, full of Pain, 
5 And of my Pilgrimage complain. 
On Heavens Decree I waiting lie, 
And all my Wiſbes are to die. 


Hart! Hart 1 hear my Paſf ng-Bel! 
hear my Paſſi g- Bell Farewel, 


l. | 
|  Farewel! my loving Friends, Farewel | 
- vin. 

. Some of bis Letters to his abſent Acquair- 
* 28 

Sy i Several young Men Wl Wo to. the fa 
E See 1 Church. > with. him, with whom by 


bx Appendix. 


had an intimate Friendſhip on the beſt Ac- 
counts, and had often taken ſweet Counſel, re- 
mov'd into the Country when their Apprenti- 
ſhip was out: With theſe he ftill kept up a 
ſpiritual Correſpondence by Letters; a few of 
which, in the firſt and rough Draught of them, 
I find among his Papers, and ſhall give ſome of 
them to the Reader becauſe of the Tincture of 
Religion which is in them, and the Salt of Grace 
wherewith they are ſeaſoned. . 


Iſt. 

5 To Mr. — 2t— 

Boſton, July 24. 1721. 
Loving Friend, . | 


Received your Letter. dated the 19th. 
Inſtant, wherein you inform me you 
got ſafe home on Saturday Evening, and are in 
bodily Health, which I am very glad to hear of: 
And you ſpeak of your being under ſpiritual 
Darkneſs. I would turn yon to that Word, 
Iſai. 50. 10. Who is among you that feareth the 
Lord, that obeyeth the Voite of hu Servant, that 
walketh in Darkneſs, and hath no light ? Let him 
truſt in the Name of the Lord, and ſtay upon bu 
God. If you are troubled with blaſphe- 
mous Thoughts, and tempted by Satan to diſ- 
believe inviſible Things, I would ſay, moſt 
Chriſtians are (ſome time or other) fo har- 


raſsd: 
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raſs'd: (I'm ſure T can teſtifie the Truth of 
it.) But if they are your Burthen, and you 
ſtrive to put them away, they are not your but 
Satans Sins — Cry to God for the Remo- 


val of them, and that they may be ſanaified.— 


I ſhall, according to my poor Ability, remem- 
ber you at the Throne of Grace, as I have 
done heretofore ; and hope you are in the ſame 
Way mindful of me I would farther 
ſay to you, You are now ſetting out into a 
World of Snares and Temptations, and may 
expect them at every Turn. Oh be careful 
you don't looſe your firſt Love - (as many do) 
and ponder well that Place, Heb. 10. 38. If any 
Man draw back, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in 
bim. Continue ſtedfaſt in God's Ways, and 
approve your ſelf to God, and your own Con- 
ſcience, in every thing, which will be a ſweet 
Cordial to you in the greateſt Affliction. You 
ſee the Freedom I take with you, but I know 
your Ingenuity——. Sol remain 


Your Soul Friend &c. 
J. C. 


Pſcr. 


Our Friends are well. Pleaſe to remember 
me to Mr , and tell him I heartily wiſh 
God's Bleffing to go with him in his ſetting 
out in the World, and that he wou'd take Care 


he does not looſe his firſt Love- 


K 2 2d. 


Appendix. 
| 2d. : 
To Mr. — —— At —. 
Boſton, Sept. 1721. 
Loving Friend, 


HIS comes with my hearty Love to 

you, hoping you are in good Health. I 
ſhould be glad to hear oftner from you, but 
conſidering the Diſtance I cannot expect it..— 
Since I wrote to you laſt I have had the Smal- 
pox, but (thro' God's Mercy to me) I am raiſed 
up again, and about my Buſineſs, and would 
have you bleſs God on my Behalf, for this his 
great Mercy to me, and alſo pray that I may 
have Grace to live ſutably.._— My Wiſh and 
Prayer for you 1s, that your Soul may be in 
Health and proſper: And with my Wiſh 
would ſay, O let not the Strivings of ' God's 
holy Spirit with you, and the Convictions of 
Conſcience, be diſregarded by you ; but hearti- 
ly embrace and obey them, and they may end 
in your Converſion ; but if diſregarded it may 
prove your eternal Ruin. And let that liberty 
which your Calling may allow you, be im- 
proved for God. The ſmall-pox is 
ſpread almoſt over the Town, and proves mor- 
tal to many, eſpecially young People. I ſhall 
underwrite a. dark Catalogue of the Names of 
ſome that have died of it ſince you were laſt in 
= | | Boſton, 
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Boſton, which I hope will not be unprofitable 
for you. When you write me again, give me 
an Account whether a Society is like to be 
formed where you are, and if not what are the 
Hindrances: And be not wanting in your 
Endeavours to forward ſo good a Thing. I 
remain, 


Your aſſured Friend, 
J. C. 


3d. 
To Mr. at— - 


Boſton, Feb. r. 1721--2. 
Loving Friend, 


Receiv'd your Letter of the 4th. Decem. 
wherein you inform me you re- 
ceiv'd the two Letters I ſent you : I'm glad 
they were ſo welcome, and rejoyce to hear 
there is ſome hopes of forming a Society a- 
mongſt you, and would ſtill deſire you to for- 
ward it as much as you can.— I would 
thank God on your Behalf, for carrying you 
thro* the Trouble you met with; and would 
pray you to ponder well the Pſalmiffs Words, 
Truſt in the Lord, and do good, ſo ſhalt thou dell 
in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 5 
1 
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alſo thoſe of the Apoſtle, I wil never leave jan, 
nor forſake 50. Moft of our Society have 
had the Small-pox and are up again: It carried 
off none but thoſe I wrote you of, and we now 
meet again — Pray that we may have 
Grace to adorn the Profeſſion we make. 
I cemain, 


Your &c. 
AE 6 
4th. "he 
To Mr. at —— 
Boſton, July 1721—2. 
Loving Friend, Es: 


Receiv'd yours of r9th. Inſtant, which was 
welcome to me, as always a Letter from 
you is. I rejoyce to hear you are well: May 
your Health be improved to his Glory who is 
the Giver thereof. I return you my 
hearty Thanks for your well-wiſhing towards 
me, both in a temporal and ſpiritual Regard ; 
and would earneſtly beg that you would be my 
daily Interceſſor at the Throne of Grace, that 
God would quicken me in his Ways, (for my 
Soul doth cleave to the Duſt) and that I may 
have Grace to withſtand the World, _ = 
| Sevi, 


my = „ 


| Appendix; 77 
; Devil, which are now (if ever they were) ſtriv- 
re ing to get my Heart from God.--— To whom 
d ſhould I open my Trouble (for fo 1 deſire it 
w | ſhould be to me) but to my experienced Friend, 
e | that it may move him to be daily mindful of 
me, as 1 ſhall (thro' Grace) be of him. I re- 
main, | 


Your &c. 
i | L G 


5th. 
To Mr. at — 


Boſton, Feb. 1721--2 
Loving Friend, ; 


—_— comes with my hearty Love to you, 
hoping it will find you well, as I am 
thro' God's Goodneſs at preſent. Your Ab- 
ſence makes me ſome-what, tho' not altogether - 
unmindful of you, as I hope you are not o 
me. I ſhould be glad of a line from 
you to know how it is with your Soul, the 
Welfare of which is the principal thing: And 
would take the wonted Freedom betwixt 
us, and ſay, O let the Strivings of God's holy 
Spirit, and the Convictions of Conſcience to 
Duty, be cheriſh'd and obey'd; and follow on 
toſerve the Lord as you have begun, and you't 

* reap 
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reap Comfort here, and obtain a Crown of 
Glory hereafter.— I earneftly beg your 
Prayers for me, that I may have Grace to reſiſt 
Temptations, and be quickned to a cloſe Walk 
with God. TI this day receiv'd a Letter from 
———who deſires to know how it is with you, 
and remembers his love to you. — I have 
incloſed Mr. Alleine s Directions for daily Self. Ex- 
aminat ion, which I cannot but recommend to 
you for your ſerious Peruſal, and conſciencious 


Practice. I remain, 
Your real Friend, 
| BY + 


th. 
Boſton, Sept. 25. 1722. 


| Mr. — 


TT His comes with my Love and Affection to 
-& you, hoping you are well. Your Wel- 
fare I wiſh for, and am glad Providence has or- 
dered your Lot in a place where, in all Proba- 
bility, the Bleflings of this Life are like to be 
beſtow'd upon you. But, loving Friend, think 
it notamiſs if I uſe ſomething of the wonted 
Familiarity between us. Take heed that the 


Proſperity of this World does not cool your 
OE 1 01 tnis Ni ee Aft 


of 
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Affections to the things of God, and carry you 
from him; which they will do if the Heart ts 
not watch'd over, as has been found a Truth-by 
the Experience of others: And then, com- 
paring Temporals with Spirituals, Time with 
Eternity, ſee if the Gain of this World will not 
be Loſs to you. 'But let the Goodneſs of God 
engage you to a life of Thankfulneſs and Holi- 
nels, which ſhould be the Fffect of it, and 
then all will be well. T vnderftand you 
are come into the Marriage State, and heartily 
wiſh you Comfort and Happineſs therein : But 
know the Impediments as well as Furtherances 
of the ſame to a holy Life, and order it for the 
beſt. You ſee the Freedom I take with you, 
but I know your Candour- From, 


Your aſſured Friend and Servant. 
J. C. 


7th. Ty 
To Mr. — —— 


Boſton, June 8. 1725. 


Loving Friend, 8 
| I take this Opportunity by your Brother to 


Write to you, that ſo the Friendſhip be- 


tween. us may not be, loft, but kept up to our 
mutual Advantage. 8 now, my dear Friend, 


that 


50 Appendix: 
that I have fet Pen to Paper, what ſhall I ſay 3 
Let the Concerns of our precious and immor- 
tal Souls ſwallow up all other things; and let 
us be driving a profitable Trade for Heaven, 
while in our Pilgrimage in this World: O 
may the Love of God excite us hereto! And 
altcho* the Providence of God has order'd our 
Lot at a diftance from each other, yet let us not 
be unmindful one of another, but daily carry 
one the other to the Throne of Grace, that 
each of us may obeain Grace of God to be 
faithful to the Death, that ſo we may receive 
the Crown of Glory.—— TI remain, 


Your &e, 
LE 
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Hus far have J carried the Account of this d 
1. excellent Young: Man, and in doing ſo tt 
gratified ſome who defir'd it might not be very h 
ſhort ; tho? I could have ſwell'd it feveral Sheets | : 
more. And now I. would conclude with a few v 
Reflettions upon ſuch an Example. 0 a 


: 7+ We may fee in it the Reality and the Pews 


wof Religion, There ars ſome vais e's 
| W 
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di 32 
who will fay Religion is a meer Fancy, there is 
nothing in it but Notion and Talk: Now 
(tho*theſe Men, knowing nothing of Religion 
by their own Experience, are no more fit to 
judge of it than a blind Man is of Colours) ſuch 
nſtances as this may ſerve, if not to convince, 
yet to baffle and ſilence them. Surely there 
muſt be a Reality in that which has ſuch pow- 
erful Effects, and works ſuch a Change in the 
Temper of the Soul, and the Courſe of the life ; 
Which puts a new Biaß upon a Man; makes 
him differ not only from the reſt of the World, 
but from what he himſelf once was; gives 2 
new, that is an heavenly, Tendency, to his 
Thoughts, Deſires, Actions and Aims; Which 
raifes him to a ſpiritual Life, and transforms 
„him in ſuch a Meaſure into the Image of the 
bleſſed God; Which enables him to regulate 
* | andſubdue his inordinate Appetites, and unru- 
ly Paſſions, and even in the Heat of Youth, ts 
flee and mortifie youthful 5 to overcome the 
World, to deſpiſe the Pleaſures, and gay things 
of it while he is in it, and to be willing to 
leave it at an Age which commonly expects & 
deſires a long Continuance in it; and at laſt to 
triumph over Death and the Grave, which Men 
have naturally ſuch an Horror of: This, I 
ſay, muſt needs be from a real, living, and di- 
vine Principle within, imparted from above; 
and the Religion which brings Men to this, 
muſt needs be of God. And till Religi- 
on has ſuch Effects upon us, and works ſuch a 
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Change in us, we are Strangers to the Power 


of it; I think we may well uſe the Example 
that has been ſet before us as a little Glaß, in 
which to diſtinguiſh between the vital Power 


of Religion, and the dead Image of it, which 


many are apt to take up with. For tho' Chriſ- 
tians have their different Attainments, (as one 
Star differs from another in Glory) yet real 


Chriſtianity is (for the Subſtance of it) the 


ſame in one as in another, And with reſpect 
to the Saints, (thoſe living Images of their hea- 
venly . Father) that Obſervation of the wiſe 
Man holds true, Prov. 27- 19, As in Water Face 


2. We ſee that fri# Religion à both poſſible 
and coo pe Some, when they hear of the 
Strictneſs of Religion, what Self-Denial, Pains 
and Diligence are required; what Duties are 
to be perform'd, Temptations reſiſted, and Dif- 


ficulties over - come, are ready to ask, with the 


Diſciples in Mat. 19. 25. Who then can be ſaved? 
And to think Chriftianity to be an impractica- 
ble and impoſſible thing. But by ſuch Exam- 
ples we fee what the Grace of God can bring 
Perſons to be, and enable them to do. As Chriſt 
anſwer'd thoſe his aſtoniſh'd Diſciples in the 
next v. With Men thu « imp: ſſible, but with God 
all things are poſſible. The Grace whereby 
others have overcome the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, and have walk'd ſo as to pleaſe 
God, and are got ſaſe to Heaven, can be ſuffici- 

. | ent 


anſwereth to Face: So the Heart of Man to Man, 
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ent for us alſo, and we have no need to ſet 
down in Deſpair or Diſcouragement.—_—- - 
And Religion is pleaſant as well as practicable: 
So they have found it who have tried it: And 
the more any try it, and the ſtricter they adhere 

to it, the more pleaſant they find it to be. 
Call now if there be any that will anſwer thee ; and 

to which of the Saints wilt thou tum? They 
will all, both young and old, ſay with the Pſal- 
miſt, It « good for me to draw near to God, They 
will tell you, If there be a Heaven upon 

* Earth, tis in Communion with God in his 

* Ordinances ; in hearing from him, in ſpeak+- 
ing to him; in receiving the Tokens of his 

* Favour and Communications of his Grace, | 
and returning pious Affections to him. 
Here is one more added to the Cloud of Witneſſes, 
who gives in his Teſtimony in thoſe Words of 
his Diary, With Watchfulnejs and Seriouſneſs Reli- 
gion i its own Mages. (p. 40) To havethe Heart 
in 4 ſerious Frame God. ward is the delightfuleſt 
thing in thu World, (p. 42.) O the Sweetneſs of * 
of religious Duties when God meets us-in them, as 
He did me at ſuch a Time and Place. And at 
ſuch a Time God was pleaſed to ſhine in upon my 
Soul, and the Thoughts of God and Heaven were 
ſweet unto me, (p. 45) If any are hard to re- 
ceive his Witneſs, let them conceive him ſpeak- 
ing to them, and inviting them to make a Tri- 
al, as Phillip did Nathanael, when he could not 
believe him that he had found Chriſt, (Jotin 1. 
46) Come and ſee, Wet | 6-6 


3. May 


N _ ppendine: | 


4. This ſhould attract the ung Mans Imi- 
tation. Here is a fair Copy for Thee to write 
after. Go and do thou likewiſe. Yea, ftrive to 
excell him, by the Grace of God. Be in good 
earneſt ſeeking after God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven, and to ſecure the Welfare of your pre- 


you can for your ſpiritual and eternal Good. 
Be much in Retirement and Prayer. Redeem 
the Time becauſe the Days are evil: Improve it 
with the greateft Wiſdom ; uſe it co the nobleſt 
Purpoſes; and ſqander none of it away in Idle- 
neſs: For it flys ſwiſt, and it will ſoon be 
ſaid, Time ſball be no more; and upon the Uſe of 
prelent Time, depends a whole Eternity. Be- 
pin betimes, and aim high in Religion. If 
you have begun well, take heed of {| 5 5 
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cious and immortal Soul. Uſe all the Helps 
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Declenſions; don't looſe your firſt Love, but 
labour to keep up holy Affections in their Pow - 
er and Vigour. wa aſide every Weight, and the 
Sin which doth eaſily beſet you, and run with Patience 
the Race which u ſet before you, looking unto FE- 
SUS the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, —— 


Let none to whom this Example is propos'd 
ſay, Thu à more than needs, l:f will ſerve the 
Turn. For the righteous are ſcarcely ſaved. They 
that ſet out ſooneſt, and run the faſteft, do but 


reach the Goal. And eternal Salvation re- 


quires, and is worthy the Pains and Diligence 
of thy whole Life, and will infinitely more 
than make amends. If your are for fo much 
Religion as will juſt carry you to Heaven, 
and no mare, you are never like to come thor. 
Do you think this young Man, — ever any 
other,) repented at laft of the Pains he had 
taken to prepare for Heaven ? Might he ſpeak 
to you from the Grave or the other World, 
would it nat be, (think you) earneſtly to ad- 
viſe and entreat you, ta ftrive to enter in at the 
rait Gate, ta work out your Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, und to give all Diligence to make 
= Calling and Election ſure ? To have 

one ; | 


You muſt account for it another Day, what 
uſe you make of ſuch Examples ; and if you 
don't improve them now for your Imitation, 
God will improye them then for your Condem- 
nation. 


7H nation. The Goodneß of ſome, will aggravate 
the Baunef of others, who had equal Helps 8 


Advantages for their Souls, but did not improv 
them. e 
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The Reader is deſir d to correct the fol- 
lowing Errata of the Preſs with his Pen. 


In the Sermon, p. 11.1. 1. for Reach write 
Recal. p. 16. I. 19. w. Teftifie againſt me. p. 18. 
I. 6. from the bottom, for natural w. unruly. 
p. 19. |. 16. w. is grie voa. p. 23. I. 12. W“ 
from Sin. Appendix, 2+ 1, 8. w. ſhone, 5 t 
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